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Introduction

Without a doubt faith is one of the most complex, as well as polarizing,
subject matters, to deal with in our society. Consideration of the subject of
faith has caused everything from peace of mind for an individual to great
wars which affected the whole earth, often with cataclysmic results. Despite
the old saying “I don’t discuss religion or politics”, faith is a much-talked
about subject and it is impossible to discuss the topic without dealing with
religion.

A person’s faith inspires them to do great things. Faith consoles the
weary and encourages the depressed. A person’s faith can bring them to
many crossroads which demand change and resolve. Sadly, faith inspires
wars and unnecessary radical murder in many countries across the world.
As diverse as the subject of faith is, many would conclude faith paves the
way for man to commune and/ or receive from God in any aspect.

Tragically, our church has gotten away from true biblical applications of
faith in our day-to-day life. With the pressure to entertain and soothe an
ever increasingly wicked society, religious leaders of our day have
popularized, as well as glamorized, minor and superficial applications of
faith. Others have taken truths concerning faith and exploited it for their
own personal gain.

For the most part, churches today are demanding a faith to receive
material gain, instead of the faith needed for everyday 24 /7 living. Why has
the subject of faith been raped by our religious leaders and hijacked by
secularized think tanks? Apparently, it is because many have forsaken real
Bible study in their own lives and have become dependant on mega-media
ministries and other outlets to share new insights into God’s Word.
Tragically, many well-intentioned Christians are hopelessly leaning toward
the false teaching that God is doing a “new thing,” instead of true teaching
about the God who never changes. (Malachi 3:6a “For I am the LORD, I
change not...)

We must clearly understand faith is not a once in a life time decision.
Faith is not a formula to receive from God things which are desperately
needed at a moments notice. Faith cannot be marketed to others, as many
would have you to believe. Faith cannot be sold in a video or CD package.
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Faith cannot be merely prayed on one by laying on of hands or repetitious
prayers of some kind.

Our faith has to do with who and what we are to ourselves and to others
around us, as well as the passionate strength of our relationship with God.
One's faith determines the way conflicts are handled, the way tragedy is
soothed. Faith is not an emotional experience leaving you exhausted and
facing the reality of a Monday morning alarm. True Faith is lived twenty-
four hours, seven days a week in the life of the believer. Our faith also
determines the intensity of our relationship with God and vice-versa.

Salvation is the bridge reconnecting God and man together. Our faith will
determine the time we spend crossing the bridge and how much time we
spend in the presence of our Lord. We really begin to understand how
wonderful life is when we walk every moment of everyday in the presence of
God while submitting to His will. Then we will conclude the grass is never
greener outside of God’s will.

During the course of this book, I may give the impression I am skeptical of
TV Evangelists. [ may seem to cast doubt on any attempt for a minister to
associate giving and/ or sacrificial giving as a way to increase faith in one’s
life. I want to make it very clear there are great men and women teaching
and ministering the Word of God on television. Furthermore, there are some
powerful lessons money and the giving thereof can teach us about faith.
God is not limited in the sources He can use to teach His children valuable
lessons, nor do I limit the power and presence of God to move on people any
less than He did on the apostles of the New Testament.

My friend, I challenge you to open your heart, and your Bible, and for the
duration of this book, let’s look at the subject of faith in a way you may have
never realized it. This book will abandon those traditional approaches to the
subject and instead, take up a radical, but rational look at faith from the
time man is born until the hour he dies. We will cut through the hype of
receiving great material gain to understanding how important it is to meet
with God on a daily basis. We will find our place in God’s great plan and
build upon the faith it takes to accomplish the will of God in our lives from
this day forward.
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Chapter I The Journey Ahead

Since the day I typed the first words to this book (1995), much water has
passed under the bridge. I started writing when I was single and not looking for a
wife. There was a time when [ was married to the church — so to speak. That era
(mindset) didn’t last as long as I thought it would. Today, I am a happily married
man with wonderful children. The Lord has been so good to me in so many ways.
He has answered so many prayers. The Lord has led me down wonderful roads
filled with joy and great adventure.

The adventure has been exciting, but the road has often been long, cold, rough
and at times very lonely. There have been times I have cried myself to sleep in
desperation before the Lord, and, it seemed He wasn’t even present. Some of the
longest, toughest nights were those spent in the earlier hours, shaking hands,
hugging necks, conversing and laughing in rooms filled with great joy, only later
to find myself driving alone down a long winding country road leading to my
house as well as to the end to a long day and often longer night.

I yearned for companionship and there seemed to be a curse on my life. I
desired a great paying job, but none was to be found. I searched for a route to
financial freedom, but I was broke and in debt. I sought after occasions to speak
and minister to anyone, but doors were closed. Sometimes it seemed with every
two steps forward, I was knocked back three. [ searched and searched for
answers, but could find none except the promises written in the Word of God.
Through the Word and a deep commitment to wait on God to perform the
impossible, I learned so much about faith and the road ahead, one requiring
much patience to travel.

Through a journey of faith, God taught me some important principles I would
need to continue my pilgrimage to the other side of life. The Word of God directed
me down paths seldom traveled because of the sacrifices one would have to make.
Why did I choose to go down the roads I did? At times I don’t really know. It
would have made much more sense to choose easier paths, but God always gave
me enough courage and faith to choose the right direction just when I needed to
make a decision.

I received counsel from my pastor at some of the toughest times in my life. I
was told I should focus on getting through a night, or perhaps a day, and not to
look beyond. There were times when I was so tired of waiting upon the Lord, I
would call my pastor and pour out a desperate, lonely, searching heart. He
listened and counseled me to look no further than the moments ahead. I learned



that moments made up minutes, and minutes made up hours, and hours made
up a day, and so forth. When life got so tough, I remember looking to the
moments to get through the day.

Other times I felt in my spirit I was taking steps which would benefit me in
years to come. I knew certain decisions would take me way into the future. I
needed the right directions because to err would be detrimental to things ahead.
In those days, God divinely took me by the hand and together we laid a solid
foundation, one that I continue to build upon today. Looking back, I know the
tough hours were just as important as the giant steps of faith that propelled me
to this hour. In all the good times and tough times faith played a key role.

Over the past years, the Word of God has taught me so much about faith. God
divinely revealed so much about His Word in the times I needed a slow soaking
rain of His truth. At times I needed to learn slowly the process of applying faith.
On other occasions I just stood firm and heaven moved immediately upon my
request. I learned whether prayer was answered then or later, it was still the
Lord who answered, and harm never came when I had to patiently wait and wait
and wait!

In fact, His Word was the same. I was the same. The circumstances were
always different, but the Lord and I didn’t change. I grew older, and the Lord
added to me wisdom and knowledge. His Word was the same. His promises
never wavered. Time continued to pass, and I continued to have faith for what I
not only needed from God, but what I wanted as well. Some answers came
quickly, while others took time.

Some answers were long coming. Answers I had to wait the longest for gave me
time to wonder and question. While I wondered, questioned, and waited, I
searched the Word for answers concerning my faith. I examined the things
around me, the people around me, and the doctrines I held so dear. I longed to
have the answers to all my questions, but in time, God would teach me many
truths concerning faith and how to apply it to my life each and every day.

Through time I learned about false faith, quick faith, self faith, and thankfully,
real faith. I saw faith exploited for filthy, seemingly righteous, gain. I witnessed
lies and hypocrisy by those who seemed to have large followings. I saw the
message of faith sold and trampled over by greedy ministers -- why it always
takes “money” to show faith I will never understand.
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A good friend of the family once shared a thought about some of the hypocrisy
of a few of today’s faith teachers. She said, “It is interesting they always want
others to pledge and/or sow into their ministry because they are in need and so
forth. Why don’t they take their own message of sowing and give an offering to
others so God can provide for them as they are promising He will do for the
audience?” If God will meet everybody else’s needs with a sacrificial offering, why
can’t He meet the speaking ministers — It made sense to me!

Later, you found out no matter what prayer you prayed, or how much you
gave, the alarm clock went off on Monday for you to go do the same thing as you
did the Friday before — work! Something was wrong with this picture — I just gave
a big offering, and/or perhaps I had someone impart faith to me during a prayer
on TV, or perhaps someone laid hands on me. Now it's 6:00am and the bills have
to be paid, groceries need to be purchased, and there is yet an eight hour day of
sweat to deal with. There was something wrong with this picture, or was there?

Perhaps faith had as much to do with the job, the bills and even the groceries I
needed to pick up at the end of the day as it did with the offering made earlier.
Could God be concerned about those things as well as the big offering I made to
the evangelist and the prayer I received? Were the day-to-day ordeals of life just
as important to God, as well as to my faith?

What if faith was so wide and so deep everything I did and spoke about was a
part of my faith? Could my family play an active role in the faith I would have to
build? Was my job an asset to my faith or a liability instead? Did the little
insignificant things of this life really play a role in my faith in God? Did God
really care who I was, who my friends were, where I lived, what my talents were,
where I worked? Would these aspects of my life possibly affect my faith at some
point?

God taught me through His Word He has been working diligently in my life
from the time of conception. Amazingly, He first noticed who I was at that very
(seemingly) insignificant moment in my life. Unknown by any person, including
my own mother, God started to work in my life and He has never stopped. I was
His very precious creation then, and I am still His precious creation today. Time
didn’t change a thing about how special and miraculous my life was to God then
from what it is now. Though I am thirty-four years old on this earth, a moment in
heaven hasn’t even rolled over from the second I began life in my mother’s womb.

From that moment in my mother’s womb, I would grow and grow. With each
passing day after birth, I was to grow in the knowledge of our Lord. This was
God’s simple little plan for my life then and still is today. The first trust I would
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place in my parents would be the bedrock to build a foundation of faith in which
God would ask me to give Him as well. The same simple faith I would so
innocently place in my parents would be transformed into the faith God would
use later to move mountains in my life.

Along with a beautiful, intelligent, supportive wife and two precious children,
the Lord has blessed me with a wonderful church where I serve as Executive
Pastor. He has added to my life the responsibility of administrating various
departments and ministries of the church as well as serving as the Executive
Producer of our Media Ministry.

Since I jotted down the first word to this book over eleven years have passed. I
have experienced the good, the bad, and the ugly that life has to offer. But God
has ministered to me the whole way; and often there was nothing more I could do
but to literally trust and obey. There were days that I comforted myself in the fact
that God would reward my Faith; however, holding on to God’s promises were not
always easy.

When I first started writing this book I had nothing materially to claim, just a
great family and my unwavering (most of the time) faith in our Lord. Since 1997 I
have been married, and I now have two precious children. Like all relationships it
would be fair to say that the enemy has dealt my wife and me opportunities to
grow apart. While I can’t say marriage has been tough, we have had to work at it
and overcome some of the obstacles any Christian couple generally deals with.

During the past eleven years, God opened a door for me to start a business
that soon exceeded my wildest expectations. At the height of my business I had
28 employees working in and out of the office serving the needs of the
Developmentally Disabled under the Florida Medicaid Waiver. Business started
out great and got better. In time God had blessed me with a wonderful
management staff and a wonderful office suite that was envied by most of my
competitors.

Speaking of competitors, instead of harboring all of the money, as well as
business skills, I was blessed with, I soon started an association of agencies like
mine. We met each month to discuss our business and ways to improve on the
quality care we provided the disabled. God gave me favor with many people, and
each day that I went to my office it was like a Christmas morning experience.

I soon began to support missionaries from all over the World. I assisted many
people with benevolent acts of grace. I sincerely desired to pull everyone I knew
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up to the level I had been blessed with. I had many people come into my office to
seek counsel in business and personal matters. I literally felt like I was on top of
the world. In retrospect, I thought the money would continue to come in -- but
soon it came to an end.

At one point my contracts exceeded tens of thousands of dollars a month, and
we were growing everyday. Instead of putting all the money away and slave-
driving my workforce I was generous with what God had given me. Never once
did I ever lose sight of God’s blessings and my faith in God. My focus on what
God had done and what He was going to do through my business never
diminished.

Soon the clouds appeared on the horizon. Talk of cut backs and change in the
Medicaid system began to stir. To be honest, while I knew these things could
happen, I never doubted that God would be there with me and continue to
increase my business. I really never expected the changes and ultimate fate that
awaited me. While I continued to believe and trust in God, I had to sort through
the trials and financial realities | was now faced with.

I poured over the Word and went back to the manuscript of this book searching
for where I had failed. While I made some obvious mistakes -- one was giving
money away before I had paid off personal debt and at least secured some things
for my family -- [ honestly thought I could weather any change that would come
my way. I couldn’t see God taking away something that was so financially serving
of His Kingdom. I wish at this point someone would have given me a copy of the
bestseller, Who Moved my Cheese.

In retrospect, God didn’t need my money. He wanted me personally involved in
ministry for a church I was about to attend. I won’t lead you to believe that I was
in total understanding and stood unshaken in my faith through this ordeal. I
was sifted, refined, and fired through test after test. While it was obvious God
was working in my life, I held on to the fact that God was opening another door
since it was He closing the door of the business.

I felt as though God had taken my life and completely disassembled every piece
and expected me to put it all back together again — which is exactly what had to
be done. I trusted Him once, but would I trust Him again? Yes, I would trust
again; and all the pieces have been going back together, right up to the present.
Times have been hard. [ searched many hours to find a reason for what I
perceived as utter madness.
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My family went from buying Christmas presents for others, buying groceries for
others, and paying for meals for others to taking canned food back to the store for
refunds so we could put gas in the car. [ remember buying a glass piggy-bank to
start a vacation fund for the children. I had gotten used to putting loose change
and even folding a bill or two and wedging it in. One night, in desperation to buy
diapers for our daughter, we had no other choice but to take a hammer and break
the little glass bank. I even remember on several occasions taking a flash light
out to the car at night searching for lose change that had fallen to the floor or
between the seats.

Friend, I can’t say I understood all of this seemingly financial madness; but
despite any present dilemma I found myself in, I shook my fist toward heaven and
exclaimed “I still believe; I will serve you if I have to live in a cardboard box and
sell shoe strings to make a living.” I found myself frustrated at the Lord and mad
at the Devil. By Faith I pressed forward, but I had no vision of what was ahead. I
new that when the day was over I had to trust in the Lord despite any
circumstance I found myself in. [ remember one night while searching for change
in the car floorboard I told God “This isn’t how your children are supposed to live
— Why God, Why?”

I must admit, if someone would have come up to me in the height of my
business and said God wants you to shut it down and go up the road and serve
as an Associate Pastor of Central Chapel, I would have told them they were
foolish and needed to go back and next time make sure they had heard from God
before they attempted to tell me what He was saying. Why would God ask me to
shut down a business that was supporting so many ministries and benevolent
needs in the community and to take a huge cut in pay and benefits?

What was even more interesting was why He needed me at a church where “I”
thought everything was as close to perfect as it could get. The Pastor and other
ministers and ministries couldn’t possibly need anything from me. Little did I
know that God was about to transform the entire church where it would never be
the same again, and I would become a very close friend and support for the
Senior Pastor and take over the administration of the church.

The Lord closed one door while opening a bigger one. He trained me in
management with my own business to take over the administration in the
church. Even the furniture and office equipment I purchased for my business
would be sold for pennies on the dollar to equip our church to give it the image
and technology it would need to support the growth God would bring. Today, I
clearly see the past and what God was doing the whole time. God is good. In
times of uncertainty we must never lose our Faith.
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Beloved, prepare your heart for the journey ahead. Discover and emerge
victorious over the good, the bad, and the ugly aspects of faith, fallacy, and fraud.
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Chapter II Outside of God's Grace

Man’s Righteousness Exposed by Scripture

Prayer:

Lord, grant me this hour

Knowledge to understand your Word,
Wisdom to apply it,

Strength that I can bear it,

Patience that I can live it,

Amen.

We will establish faith in ourselves is useless because of our pitiful condition,
we can now proceed to the next level of our study.

One of the greatest steps in understanding God’s love toward mankind is being
able to comprehend who we are outside of grace. With all due respect, when we
consider even our own heart, we find at the center a very fragile and yet hideous
person in the light of the Word of God. If you are a Christian, ask yourself this
question, “What kind of person would I have been if I would have continued down
the same path I was going before I received Christ into my life?” Unfortunately, it
takes a lot of guts to be honest with this question. Seriously, once again, without
Christ in your life, what kind of person would you be?

Asking sobering questions can often be a painful experience for those of us who
may have spent many years on the wild side of life. I know for some, receiving
Christ was an opportunity met with open arms at a very young age. However,
being saved at a very young age doesn’t exclude anyone from the possibilities of
how sin may have affected their life. I have known of and heard of youngsters
who have lived a vile and wicked life, a life shaming even the most seasoned of
sinners.

I realized many years ago the highway to hell offers many decisions. With its
paths so wide, the current of sin often takes a person in many extremes while
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continuing down the river that ultimately feeds into the very gates of hell. One
must remember the wide path into hell offers so much to the open-minded.

The strange thing is, as wide as the road into hell is, there really aren’t many
options to the traveler. Oh, there are a lot of sins one could commit, but
remember, according to the Bible, there isn't anything new under the sun.
Friend, if you think you’re a first, don’t flatter yourself, it’s been done.

In fact, studies have concluded there are often similar patterns easily tracked
for those involved in many types of wickedness. For instance, the drug user may
start out as a young rebellious child taking a little smoke every now and then
from a cigarette. Later, as peer-pressure mounts, it often turns into a little pot
here and there, unfortunately; most of the time a little pot no longer is enough to
pacify, so the child turns to harder drugs to spice things up. By this time, the
habit can become a little costly, and most young children are not going to have
enough cash flow to support a routine drug habit. What is next? For the child, it
becomes a problem of money. “Where am [ going to get enough funds to support
my habit?” So, he turns to crime.

The next step is usually a little crime here and there to float the bill. Drugs are
expensive, and they are not free to the user, only to the beginner. Often drugs are
free to those who are trying for their first few times. Pushers know once they
have you hooked, they have a customer — actually, that’s good business. Though
everyone has a little different edge on their story, the similarities are often
shocking. Like I said before, there is nothing new under the sun. Hear the words
of Solomon as recorded in the book of Ecclesiastes.

Eccl 1:9-10 The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which
is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.
Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it hath been
already of old time, which was before us.

I remember a very sobering thought I had a few years ago as I was listening to
the news on the radio. There was a very shocking story of a hardened criminal
that shook the world. This man was considered grossly wicked by even the
crudest of lost sinners. But, I remember what the Holy Spirit spoke to me
concerning this man. The Holy Spirit reminded me I could have been this man.
This man now faced the death sentence, and it could have been me instead.
Friend, you know what else, that man could have been you too. You see, sin is
sin as far as our Lord is concerned. God is no respecter of persons.
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Acts 10:34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that
God is no respecter of persons: 3°But in every nation he that feareth Him, and
worketh righteousness, is accepted with Him.

No, I hadn’t committed the hideous acts of violence this man had committed.
But as a once lost man, I was headed down the same path he was. The options
were there for me as well. Some of the options are still there if I will heed the
voice of the devil --they are there for you too. Saying no to the devil is easy for
many of the temptations he offers, but there are some temptations which seem
too great to say no to.

May I ask, what sinful deeds are you hiding deep down inside? How would
others accept you if they really knew the sins in your past or the hideous
thoughts you have had? Even the sins you placed on the altar years ago, you
remember them don’t you? What if you had not found Christ? What would your
life be like right now?

Beloved, outside of a relationship with God, we have no righteousness. We
could never be righteous no matter how hard we try. A man trying to achieve
righteousness outside of Christ would only lead himself into despair. Our life is a
complete failure outside of grace. Let us look into the Word for what God says
about our righteousness.

Isa 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are
as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind,
have taken us away.

Friend, that is what the Lord has to say about our righteousness, clearly put as
always. But, do we really understand what God is trying to speak to us in this
passage? It is absolutely necessary for us to get a clear understanding of who we
are outside of the righteousness we enjoy that is imparted through Christ. If we
are ever to understand the magnitude of faith in the life of the Christian, we must
first appreciate it, starting with the fact we don’t deserve a single thing from God
based on our merits.

Rom 4:23-25 Now it was not written for His sake alone, that it was imputed to
Him; 24But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on Him that
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; 2Who was delivered for our
offences, and was raised again for our justification.
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I believe many have problems understanding faith because of bad education
from well-intentioned people who have not a clue about their rightful place in
God’s eyes both in and outside of grace. Despite great advances of science and
technology, we still live in a very ignorant society when it comes to understanding
God’s wonderful Word. We have been stripped of every possible means through
the fall of man to do well on our own.

(Psa. 14:1) The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt,
they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.

Below are two passages from the Word dealing with the righteousness of man,
one from each Testament of the Bible.

(Psa 53:1-3) The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are
they, and have done abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth good. {2}
God looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were
any that did understand, that did seek God. {3} Every one of them is gone
back: they are altogether become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, not
one.

(Rom 3:10-12) As it is written,_There is none righteous, no, not one: {11}
There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. {12}
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable;_there
is none that doeth good, no, not one.

Let’s go back to the beginning of creation and take an in-depth look at things
around the first family’s home. Remember, there are two perfect beings in the
Garden of Eden. God has blessed them and made them after His own image.
Adam and Eve are as pure as pure can be, spotless in the eyes of a holy and just
God.

Well, as you know by now, the devil literally despises all things pure and holy.
You might say that purity and righteousness are antonyms of wickedness and
corruption. This is the reason the devil goes after young girls and boys to throw
their virginity down the drain. Through television and the media, public schools
and various programs, Satan has lied to the public and replaced lust for love.
Adam and Eve knew and experienced purity of heart, mind, and soul, but they
traded it for a lie, just as millions of people are sadly doing today. Beloved,
listening to the devil will cost you dearly.
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Now, Eve listens to the devil and she is deceived by his wicked lies. Then,
Adam listens to his beguiled wife and deliberately disobeys God’s Word. Adam
and Eve have really put themselves in a bind. They chose to believe the rotten
lies of a serpent over a God who came and visited them like a neighbor in the cool
of the day. They sacrificed more on that day than they ever knew for the simple
gratification of flesh. I wonder what we have sacrificed on the altars of self, to
gratify our flesh for a moment of pleasure.

Next, the Bible takes us deeper into the lives of our first parents. With earth
recently created, the Bible ushers the reader right into a family spat that turns
tragic. According to the Bible Adam and Eve now have two sons. What could
possibly top the trouble Adam and Eve got themselves (and us) into in the
Garden? Out of four people on the whole earth, two are already in trouble with
the Lord. Let us see what will happen to the two children.

(Gen 4:8-11) And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass,
when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and
slew him. {9} And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And
he said, I know not: Am I my brother's keeper? {10} And He said, What hast
thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.
{11} And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to
receive thy brother's blood from thy hand,;

What? Now we are down from four to only three occupying the earth. One man
kills one fourth of earth's population. Abel, a good man, and by all implications a
very devout one, is murdered. At this point in history, there are three mentioned
persons, all of whom have been sentenced in some way by the Lord. Friend, if
that doesn’t convince you of the unrighteousness of man, maybe this next
passage will.

Two chapters later and six chapters into the Word of God, we discover that
things on earth have gotten pretty wicked; we now have gone from bad to worse.
From three very troubled individuals in chapter four, to the whole earth being
filled with wickedness, God is now faced with a situation that must be dealt with.
It is hard to believe that earth, in such a short time since creation, could possibly
be in the sinful condition that it is.

Beloved, you are witnessing the pitiful state of man without God. We have seen
what would be a candid picture of ourselves without God's grace. We are seeing
our neighbors across the street who desperately need the Lord in their lives.
Maybe it is that co-worker whom you may need to present the Gospel to. For any
generation of people to expect to have done better in those tragic days of old, the
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overwhelming evidence is mounting up to challenge any such notion. Let us take
a look at how things are shaping up in Genesis chapter six.

(Gen 6:5-7) And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually. {6} And it repented the LORD that He had made man on the
earth, and it grieved Him at His heart. {7} And the LORD said, I will destroy
man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast,
and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth Me that I have
made them.

It is sad a man must put himself through this understanding of who he is in
relationship to a holy, righteous and awesome God, but it is absolutely necessary
in order to realize the pathetic sinfulness of mortal man as he reaches out for
God’s mercy. I have noticed lately, in what is supposed to be Bible believing
Churches, a real trend of departing from this fundamental point. Many preachers
and teachers of the Gospel like to hide the point [ am trying to make, because it is
not popular to accuse one of such deceitful wickedness.

When families drive off from a fine suburban home in their SUV and pull up to
the First Church, they do not want to hear the truth about their soul. Man does
not want a preacher to look him in the eye and with a heart of compassion but an
unction to tell the truth say, “Sir, Ma’am, you are a shameful mess and on your
way to a devil’s Hell without the sin cleansing blood of Jesus Christ.”
Unfortunately, people often choose to squelch out the authority of God's Word
and weaken it to pageantries and programs, openly denying their heart is
desperately wicked.

I must conclude a message on the condition of man’s soul does seem to rub the
wrong way; after all, we are accustomed to having things our way, aren’t we?
Burger King once ran ads declaring “Have it Your Way”. I think the church
responded to this marketing strategy and rearranged its tolerance concerning the
sinful nature of man.

The truth is, when you remind a person of the condition of his soul without the
presence of a Savior abiding within, it is a direct assault on pride — that’s right —
PRIDE! The fact of each man, woman, and even child having to deal with a fallen
nature often goes against the grain of what we are being taught in our classrooms
and living rooms each day and night. With the liberals setting a relative agenda
for each of us, it makes it hard for people to face up to the fact we cannot save
ourselves because we are wicked in the sight of a holy God. Hollywood certainly
goes through great trouble to defy this fundamental doctrine.
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The reason Humanism is so attractive to our society, is because humanism
says you are in control. You decide your fate. There are no absolutes.
Everything is relative. You are your own God. This is ridiculous nonsense and
poison that is being perpetrated to our children every day at many schools and at
home on the television. God’s Word declares the human race as lost, defiled, and
separated from any righteousness.

The sad point in Genesis six is the Bible says ...that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. The word continually is used here
to drive the point home without misunderstanding. The imagination and
wickedness of man’s heart was not often times evil, part of the time evil, or even
most of the time evil; but the word says continually evil, all day, all night, all
week, all year, etc. I ask you, the reader, do you get the point?

I cannot imagine what could have been so evil during the days of Noah to cause
God to destroy the earth, especially when I look at the evil parading itself on our
streets, in our markets, and across the television each day. We often make the
comment, “I don’t know if it can get any worse”. Perhaps it will get a lot worse
than it is now — who knows what tomorrow holds, we just know who holds it —
Amen?

When I consider the story of Sodom and Gomorra's tragic end, I often ask
myself just how far are we from such judgment. What will it take to trigger the
judgment of God? What event, what trend, what law, will be the straw that
breaks the camel’s back? It seems our society studies evil continually as well.
Our communities are filled with corruption from the top of society to the bottom,
from the aristocrat to the pauper. Will it get worse? My friend, it has to.

Did you know geography places the Dead Sea over what were once Sodom and
Gomorra? God does have an unusual and creative way of dealing with sin and
wicked cultures, doesn’t He? I wonder what will be the case today. Not only
does the Dead Sea cover those once great cities, but to add insult to injury,
Sodom and Gomorra are the lowest ground elevation on the face of the earth -
What a testimony! To add further insult, the sea that covers those two great
cities is so salty it will not sustain sea life, unlike what we find in every other
body of water.

What causes a society to indulge in such blatant sin? It seems that man, for
once, would learn a lesson from history if he is not going to learn it from God.
The fact is, he cannot understand the truth nor is it possible for him to live free
from sin outside of grace. Man’s problem is his heart. Man’s heart is black with
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sin and he has a sinful nature that keeps him separated from God’s presence.
Let us look at a very familiar passage of scripture dealing with the heart of every
person. Are you ready for a sobering passage dealing with man’s sinful nature?

Jer. 17:9-10 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:
who can know it? {10} Ithe LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to
give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his
doings.

Consider this verse very carefully; look at what the English is telling you and
me about the heart. The Bible does not indicate the heart is bad, mean, rough, or
unkind; it says it is deceitful. Not just a little or a lot or sometimes or most of the
time, but deceitful above all things. Now, that is a sobering statement to make in
light of our modern “psycho crazed media cure all culture”. You can bet one
thing, there isn’t a pill or therapy that can cure this problem, no matter what a
doctor may tell you.

Just what is meant by the word deceitful according to the Hebrew? The deep
meaning of the word is fraudulent, which has as its root a word meaning to swell
up. It almost appears to suggest the word pride. Imagine the nature of our heart
being fraudulent. The meaning also takes on the word crooked and polluted.
You know the Word of God drives a hard bargain when dealing with man’s true
condition. I believe so much could be solved if the whole world could grasp the
true Biblical understanding of man’s heart.

Not only is the heart deceitful above all things, but the passage goes on to say
...and desperately wicked: who can know it? It seems that with all that is aligned
against man’s heart, the Bible would offer some relief, but not just yet. Man is
certainly down for the count here in this passage. Desperately is a very strong
word in any text. In fact this is the only time the word is even used in the whole
(KJV) Bible, which in itself should send a message.

There is also one other very interesting discovery in this passage that should be
extremely interesting to any Bible student. We find in the Hebrew the words
desperately and wicked are the same words according to the Hebrew dictionary
(Strong’s). They mean the exact same thing in the Hebrew, and they are spelled
the same as well. Was the writer, Jeremiah, determined to make his point? I
think so, and he did it very well.

I think of our cat, the late "Blackie," and how she used to misbehave. My wife
would say to the cat in a rather demanding tone, “Bad! — Bad”! You see, it wasn’t
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enough to just say it once, to get the full effect and understanding; the cat had to
hear it twice. The cat does not pay the spoken word “bad” any attention until it is
used together as mentioned. I know when it comes to the inspiration of God’s
Word, an illustration like this is hardly spiritual in content, but I think the root of
the point is all the same.

Jeremiah, writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, certainly gets the
point conveyed to the reader. We don’t have to know Hebrew to figure out what
God was trying to say about the heart of man. However, just the same, [ want to
go ahead and share the definition of desperately wicked. The root of the word
means to be frail and feeble; figuratively it means incurable, sick, and woeful.

Without a doubt that’s certainly the condition of our heart, incurable without
the blood of Jesus Christ. I know it is unfortunate without Christ there is no
hope for mankind, but through the Gospel, hope is promised to every one who
would believe on the saving name of Jesus Christ. What was once a tragic story
for man’s own attempt to find hope in this world turns out to be not so dismal
after all. The problem with many is they will not submit themselves to the Word
of God and accept themselves for who they really are; feeble and incurable, and
their every attempt for righteousness is fraudulent.

Fortunately, with this chapter in mind, man is now ready to move on to
brighter things. Greener pastures are just in sight with the understanding of
man’s heart outside of grace. It is paramount that we absolutely understand all
of our attempts for righteousness are in vain and will be of no merit before an
omnipotent, omniscient, righteous, and holy God.

Let’s recap a bit. We are desperately wicked, a miserable wreck and worthless
apart from the atonement we receive through the shed blood of Jesus Christ our
soon coming King. If a man, woman, or child is lost, they have no hope in this life
apart from the convicting wooing power of the Holy Spirit pointing to the cross.
Their heart is predisposed to sin, making them come into this life as a guilty
unrighteous sinner in search of gratifying all of his or her earthly immoral
desires.

The point of this chapter is to demonstrate the lack of any good you and I can
accomplish on our own. Through our salvation, God grants us the righteousness
of His Son Jesus Christ. When we stand before God, we stand clothed in
another’s robe of righteousness, not our own.
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In relation to faith, we would have to conclude it is impossible for us to have
faith in ourselves or any other person who is not made righteous through the soul
cleansing power of the blood. For any who have not been justified before a holy,
righteous God, we cannot put one ounce of faith in them, nor can we even put
faith in ourselves, when what we seek to accomplish is not subject to or under
the authority of the righteousness of Christ.

Prayer:

Father in heaven, help us clearly understand our position outside of your
grace. Let us understand we are nothing outside of our relationship with You
through Jesus Christ Your Only Begotten Son. We joyously celebrate the
righteousness that has been divinely imparted to us by a work we could have
never done, a work we did not deserve. Help us to always be mindful of the
manifold blessings we have obtained through your abundant riches, endless love,
and tender mercy. Amen.
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Chapter III Man's Created Purpose

If you are a little on the selfish side and consider yourself slightly impatient,
this chapter will not be easy for you, but with appropriate understanding of what
God’s Word teaches, life may seem a little different after you understand the
following material.

The procedure of understanding faith and applying it to our life involves the
clear absolute comprehension of the nature and purpose of our creation. Without
man having a biblical cognition of his post in God’s creation, he will never be able
to comprehend the bumps, turns, heartbreaks, and tragedies of this life. There is
no doubt in my mind (as a minister) a comprehensive understanding of the
reason of our existence will and can change our perspective of others and
ourselves.

As we move toward understanding faith we must establish this essential truth;
we are an absolute, indispensable part of God’s identity. Follow me slowly;
through man, God demonstrates and communicates Himself to others. Not only
do the heavens declare His glory, but it is our purpose to reflect the glory of God
as well. We are not to reflect our own vain and selfish purposes. We were not
created to live merely to obtain and attain great riches before our fellow man. The
Bible does not declare in the Lord’s Prayer, “...our will be done in earth as it is in
heaven”, the prayer goes “Thy will be done.” In fact it is not a request; it is a
command. As children of God we have a responsibility to worship and glorify the
Lord. Even Jesus Himself told His disciples if we cease to praise Him, the rocks
would cry out. Consider these passages below.

1 Chr. 16: 23 Sing unto the LORD, all the earth; show forth from day to day
His salvation. ?4Declare His glory among the heathen; His marvelous works
among all nations. 2°For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised: He also
is to be feared above all gods. 2°For all the gods of the people are idols: but
the LORD made the heavens. 2’Glory and honour are in His presence;
strength and gladness are in His place. 2Give unto the LORD, ye kindreds of
the people, give unto the LORD glory and strength. 2°Give unto the LORD the
glory due unto His name: bring an offering, and come before Him: worship the
LORD in the beauty of holiness.

Psa 19: 1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth
His handywork. 2Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night
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showeth knowledge. °3There is no speech nor language, where their voice is
not heard.

Psa 97:1 The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles
be glad thereof. 2Clouds and darkness are round about Him: righteousness
and judgment are the habitation of His throne. SA fire goeth before Him, and
burneth up His enemies round about. #His lightnings enlightened the world:
the earth saw, and trembled. >The hills melted like wax at the presence of the
LORD, at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. °The heavens declare
His righteousness and all the people see His glory.

God’s perfect will is unmistakable; it hasn't changed from the dawning of early
creation. His will and aspiration for each created man, woman, and child has
never changed.

The Responsibility of Man

[ am always amazed at the frivolous rationale of Christians who think God
changes his mind every twenty years or so, and those who think perhaps the
unfortunate false indoctrination of the “new thing” theology perpetrated largely by
mega media ministry giants and churches leaning more often toward a
charismatic persuasion. While it is certain we live in a fast paced society
consumed with changing its habits, clothes, and interest every time a hit movie is
released, we should never associate faddish and unstable behavior with the
character of our Lord -- the “Ancient of Days.”

Sadly, “new thing” ideology has rooted deep in many of our churches. Such
instability and uncertainty must be carefully extracted from our congregations.
Strangely, many of today’s Christians view God as one who is anxiously equipping
Himself to fit into this modern, sophisticated on-line society. People change.
Styles come and go. Culture continuously changes, but God is the same. The
Faith it took for Peter to walk on water hasn’t changed a bit. Redemption is still
through the Blood of Jesus. Ministers and laypersons will continue to search for
fresh messages and current illustrations, but the fundamentals of our Faith are
solid and unchanged.

We know God’s laws have never changed nor suffered conflict because of our
advancement into the future. All knowledge comes from God, and no matter how
technical our world becomes, we will never be able to comprehend God’s awesome
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power. There will be those who will try, but to their own dismay, they will never
come within a million miles of understanding a God who simply spoke things into
existence, One who simply scraped up the dirt of the ground and made man, who
then, out of all things, took a rib out of His creation and made a woman.

Remember, God is still the same. The Word is still as relevant as it has always
been. We change our mind so much we often have no idea what we want out of
life, where we want to live, what we want to drive, and on and on, but God’s Word
is complete and absolute truth down to the dotted “i”. We do not live in a time
the Word should be discarded as irrelevant for our generation. In fact, there has
never been a better time for someone to stand firmly and proclaim “thus saith the
Lord” in our homes, our communities, our churches, our schools, and our
government offices. God’s promises are as relevant today as they were four
thousand years ago.

Beloved, we are the prized creation of God. We are to exemplify the very
character of God to all men in all parts of the earth. Animals cannot take the
Gospel to the four corners of the earth, but we can, and we must. If you want to
comprehend the epitome of what man is to become on this earth, we must start
with understanding our Lord and His divine plan for our life. We are not gods,
but we are made in the image of God. We do not become gods, but we may
receive Him into our life. We, as God’s most prized creation, are to reflect the
following in our lives:

God’s Holiness

(Psa 99:3-5) Let them praise Thy great and terrible name; for it is holy. {4}
The king's strength also loveth judgment; Thou dost establish equity, Thou
executest judgment and righteousness in Jacob. {5} Exalt ye the LORD our
God, and worship at His footstool; for He is holy.

God’s Faithfulness

(Psa 89:1-8) I will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever: with my mouth will
I make known Thy faithfulness to all generations. {2} For I have said, Mercy
shall be built up for ever: Thy faithfulness shalt Thou establish in the very
heavens. {3} I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn unto
David My servant, {4} Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy
throne to all generations. Selah. {5} And the heavens shall praise Thy
wonders, O LORD: Thy faithfulness also in the congregation of the saints. {6}
For who in the heaven can be compared unto the LORD? who among the sons
of the mighty can be likened unto the LORD? {7} God is greatly to be feared in
the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are
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about Him. {8} O LORD God of Hosts, who is a strong LORD like unto Thee?
or to Thy faithfulness round about Thee?

God’s Grace

(Psa 111:4) He hath made His wonderful works to be remembered: the LORD
is gracious and full of compassion.

God’s Love and Patience

(1 Cor. 13:4) Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,

God’s Forbearance

(1 Cor 13:7) Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endureth all things.

God’s Comfort

(2 Cor 1:3-4) Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; {4} Who comforteth us in all our
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by
the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.

God’s Forgiveness

(Heb 10:17) And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.

God’s Wisdom

(James 3:13) Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let
him show out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.
(17) But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and
without hypocrisy.

Apart from the picturesque creation our eyes observe each time we gaze across
the heavens and earth, man’s inaugural purpose was to make evident God’s
existence. You and I are to demonstrate through a faithful life the very character
of our Creator. Today’s environmentalists have it all wrong, the earth does not
illustrate the character of God, we do.
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Humans received their soul from the Creator, not creation. God gave us
responsibility over the earth. Creation is not responsible for itself, nor is it
responsible for man. We are to dominate the earth and make use of its resources;
which includes cutting trees, drilling for oil, and killing animals for food and other
uses.

However, we do have a responsibility to take care of the earth, to not abuse and
destroy the things God has given to us. Man is to be a warden of the things of
this earth. Shortly after creation God charged man with a set of instructions for
proper maintenance and stewardship of this earth. In Genesis one, we find this
relevant passage:

{28} And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that
moveth upon the earth. {29} And God said, Behold, I have given you every
herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in
the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. {30}
And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every
thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every
green herb for meat: and it was so. {31} And God saw every thing that He
had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning
were the sixth day.

Evidence of man’s abuse of the earth cannot be ignored, but that in itself is in
opposition to the character we were created to reflect. True, with the sin curse,
man was alienated from the initial qualities he first possessed, but that is not
God’s fault, it is ours. Man has slowly walked away from God’s Word and ignored
the commands of the Lord. We have no one to blame but ourselves for the
problems we face. You will not find one scripture giving humanity the right to
abuse and waste one part of the divine creation. Our instructions are clearly
outlined in the preceding passage.

Man’s problem is overcoming his innate desire to fulfill his own will instead of
God’s. We challenge the Lord daily with our own stubborn intentions and
reckless decisions. We fail to consider the long-term consequences that are
wrought through our determination to gratify our selfish desires. For us to live
victoriously, we must come to terms with our created purpose. When we choose
to surrender to a higher calling, rather than conceding to the will and wishes of
mortal family and friends around us, we will be able to accomplish great things
for the Kingdom of God.
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Mankind will never be content with himself as long as he functions outside of
the will of God. Peace in the home, the work-place, the streets, and the schools
will never be achieved as long as man continues to satisfy his own self-seeking
desires rather than forfeiting his fallen sin nature and giving over to the will of
God. The decisions are ones he must make for himself; the result is a positive,
life-changing experience not only for himself and his close loved ones, but also for
the community around him.

When man decides to forfeit his will and submit wholeheartedly to God, will life
be a bed of roses? Absolutely not; however, life will be increasingly rewarding and
all you do will be safeguarded by the miraculous providence of God. Friend, stop
fighting God's battles. Let the Lord fight His own battles. By you submitting to
the total will of God, it puts Him responsible for clearing paths you and I could
never do alone. If you are a willing vessel for God to use, there is nothing that
can stand in your way. Victory is your destiny as long as God is in full control of
your life.

One practical and necessary step for you to make right now is finding
contentment in your divine purpose. It is time to die to your own desires and let
God take control of your life. You might say to yourself, “I don’t want to
surrender my will to God. I want to accomplish goals I have set for myself,” or
perhaps you’re saying, “l have a rewarding career and I don’t have time to be
involved in all that church stuff.” Maybe you would confess that you’re scared,
and God may want you to do something foolish, or give up something you have
worked so hard for.

Beloved, implementing the purpose of God will take you places you never
thought possible. You will be happier than you have ever been in your life. You
will get better sleep and rest easier, knowing God Himself is in total control of
your life. Of course there will be those days things might not go like you planned
it; however, contentment will fill your heart and flood your soul despite anything
that comes your way.

Over the years I have watched a lot of people reach a point in their life where
they had no other choice but to surrender to God’s will. Their situation had
reached such a low point that further digression would have led to foolish
decisions such as drugs, psychotic behavior, and perhaps, the contemplation of
suicide. As we sink into the depression of failure, the ground around us begins to
close in. What used to be light around us is replaced by darkness of every kind.

Then, suddenly, we begin to feel that last perk of strength and by the power of
the Holy Spirit we glance up one last time and see the light of day shining bright
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above our head. We muster up that last ounce of energy and slowly reach toward
the heavens, then from out of nowhere descends the ever-present hand of God,
and He begins to pull us out of our pit. As we cling tightly to His hand and
surrender, the shackles and fetters that had us bound begin to break away and
fall beneath us.

[ must confess; I get a little tired of watching others achieve their earthy desires
— a new car, things around the house, vacations, etc. etc. etc... But friend, I know
I am standing dead center of where God wants me to be at this point in my life.
In the spirit I have no regrets about what I should have done yesterday or fears
about what tomorrow will hold. In the flesh there are often occurrences of fear
and unbelief that must be crucified. Then, to add insult to injury, the unfaithful
few (certain friends and family members) are always there to misguide and
discourage your pilgrimage toward victorious living. Can you identify with what I
am telling you?

My friend, you are on your way to understanding a cornerstone truth of faith. I
say "Cornerstone," because now you realize you must surrender your desires and
take on the purpose of your creation. You must submit to God’s will instead of
your own. As long as a person is in direct submission to the will of God, he or
she is untouchable. God is the final authority. As long as He is using you to
fulfill His purpose, you will sustain life, as well as endure to the end of your life’s
journey. Moreover, you will always have the necessities to accomplish His
purpose.

Beloved, as you travel down this path, you will have food and shelter to sustain
life and clothes to cover your body so you can present yourself modestly. You will
have transportation to travel to places the Lord will require of you. In short, if
you're going to work, than work for the Lord, and let Him pay the way. Don’t try
and do it your self. Trying to make your own way will only lead to despair. One
pastor summed it up best when he said, “Stop trying, and start trusting”.

You have a purpose on this earth. Your purpose is to ultimately glorify God
through the gifts and talents God has given each of us. Our own paths and
desires will lead us to despair unless we allow the Lord to take what we enjoy and
bring it into a purpose God can use in and through us. To diligently apply faith
to our own selfishly desired purpose is to set ourselves up for ultimate failure and
consternation; however, to apply our faith in what our true purpose as God
intended it to be, is to secure absolute victory in our life despite the bumps ahead
of us.
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To take on the character of God is to set yourself up to be a total
disappointment to many (including family and love ones) around you. Your
popularity will diminish as your faith transforms you into a surrendered vessel
for God to use as he sees fit for the expansion of the Kingdom of God. As you
take on Christ-like behavior and obedience, you will never lack for anything to
accomplish God’s work. God will keep you healthy and blessed to accomplish His
will.

Prayer:

Lord, I do want to live a fulfilling life on this earth, but I realize my ways are
not your ways. My desires are not your desires. I don’t have the peace of mind
I should. I am not content with the way I am living. Lord, grant me the faith I
need to release my will, and the strength and courage I need to submit myself
to your divine purpose. I do want to radiate your glory. I want to reflect your
holiness, faithfulness, grace, love, patience, forbearance, comfort, forgiveness,
and wisdom to the entire world. I want the whole world to see you inside of
me. Lord, help me to die, so you might live out your perfect will through me.
Help me to be ever conscious of your purpose for my existence. Amen.
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Chapter IV Man’s Duties in the Garden

Now man was not created and placed in the garden without instructions;
God was sure to put him to work. Some have the idea that God just decided to
create man and woman and give them a few parameters and let them run free
on the planet like the beast of the field. What a misconception of creation as
recorded in scripture!

Always remember this fact: God is a God of economy! GOD CREATES ALL
THINGS WITH TOTAL PURPOSE. Everything created has a perfect place, right
down to the falling star on a moonlit night.

Let’s consider what the Bible has to say on this point:

Ecclesiastes 3:1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven: 2A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to
plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; 3A time to kill, and a
time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; *A time to weep,
and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; °A time to cast
away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and
a time to refrain from embracing; °A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to
keep, and a time to cast away; 7A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to
keep silence, and a time to speak; 8A time to love, and a time to hate; a time
of war, and a time of peace.

To be very candid, the first thing God actually did after He created man was
put him to work. Yes, that is right, work. It was a time of Work! God has
never meant for man to loaf around on this earth from place to place dodging
responsibility. Our modern culture would do well to understand this powerful
concept in their divinely created purpose.

It is for certain we live in a day where fewer people are willing to work, but
everyone wants to get rich. The dead-beat and/or get-rich-quick mentality is
clearly evident with our state sponsored lotteries, legalized gambling, and
further propagated with government sponsored handouts. In Old and New
Testament times, if a man didn't work, he didn't eat. (2nd Thes. 3:10-11 For
even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not
work, neither should he eat. 1'For we hear that there are some which walk among
you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.)
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One unknown author puts it this way: “Work is man’s great function. He
is nothing, he can do nothing, he can achieve nothing, fulfill nothing,
without working. If you are poor—work. If you are rich—continue
working. If you are burdened with seemingly unfair responsibilities—
work. If you are happy, keep right on working. Idleness gives room for
doubt and fears. If disappointments come—work. If your health is
threatened—work. When faith falters—work. When dreams are shattered
and hope seems dead—work. Work as if your life were in peril. It really is.
No matter what ails you—work. Work faithfully—work with faith. Work is
the greatest remedy available for mental and physical afflictions.”

Today we reward the rebellion of men and women who choose not to work
with entitlements of every kind. We have government programs to
accommodate the most slothful of people. In fact I would submit to you many
programs are purposely designed to reward those who choose to be couch-
potatoes. It is anti-Christian to support such programs because it is a
deliberate assault on Scripture.

I would like to commend those who have worked diligently to rewrite and
legislate new programs rewarding those who would actively seek employment
during their time of trouble. There is a big push in several states to abolish the
old system that merely locked people into a welfare program without giving
them the necessary assistance to get out of such a rut later.

Years ago I had a great job at a mission where I was given the responsibility
of providing shelter and food for many who were in serious financial trouble.
During that time I realized after a good bit of questioning, often the people who
approached me for assistance were lazy, selfish, greedy, irresponsible and
sinful people who rebelled against submission to any and all authority,
including the ultimate authority — God. There were those who were genuinely
in need of help because of a variety of problems in their life, and I was always
eager to assist them in any capacity possible. I have been desperate myself
and I hope I never forget what it was like as long as I live.

Often when I had the opportunity to minister to transients, the Word of God
would pierce deep through to their heart and some would repent of their sins,
confess Christ as Savior and change their whole mentality often within hours, a
remarkable change would occur without the help of a psychologist, career
services, or daytime television talk shows, just the simple Gospel of Jesus
Christ and applied faith on their part.

-1V-31 -



Sadly, for many of the transients I talked to, their battle was quickly
identified as submitting to authority. They rebelled against authority as a
child, they couldn’t stand community ordinances, and they despised having to
obey regulations and knowing the police were ultimately going to enforce
compliance. Many would cause problems while staying at the mission by
failing to simply follow a few rules. If you said, “Stand here,” they wanted to
stand there. If they were to sit and wait, they wanted to stand and complain.

Over the past I have had the opportunity to manage a few businesses and I
have noticed the same problem exists in the workplace as well. If you needed a
paper turned in on a certain date, it didn’t matter; there would be those would
have a sack of excuses as to why they couldn’t comply. Much of the time it
would be the same people having problems over and over with authority.

Before moving on I would like to make a statement, Christians that love and
honor the authority of God do not have a problem respecting and submitting in
the workplace as well. Those who argue and seek to thwart the authority in a
work environment are surely to take their attitude into the church and do the
same before the Pastor and ultimately before God. As we move forward in faith
we must keep ourselves separated from those who the enemy would have us
fall victim to. God wants us to be submissive to those in authority, by doing so
it will be a testimony of our love and obedience to God. We will be a role model
for others to follow, and in many cases, an open door to be a witness for our
Lord.

As we can see according to God’s infallible Word, man was given the task of
dressing and keeping the garden. Notice God confronts man with his
responsibility before he gives him the “do’s & don'ts”. Remember, God is an
economic God. God does not waste his created resources. If God created you,
you have a purpose. If God has given you talent, He expects you to use it. By
the way, this rule never changes.

I want us to look at the word "dress". If God created Man and created this
complete bio system for man to sustain life, then why was man to dress the
garden? You might be asking yourself, with all due respect, it seems God has
already taken care of everything. Don’t be so quick my friend. With life comes
serious responsibility. Despite that horrifying word in this generation, God
demands responsibility. It is not asked or pleaded of Him- it is a command.
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Unfortunately, this free-ride mentality has found its way into our churches
and behind the pulpits. I have heard a stomach-full of false preaching on the
subject of salvation. So many times you hear messages urging people to just
come and confess, but the new creature is aborted on conception. As we
accept Christ there must be a change of some kind. If a person continues
down the same road as before and returns to the same places, the same
friends, and the same ways, there is no change and with that, you insult the
Spirit of God who is working the miracle of salvation. Please don’t.

In addition to change there will come a natural desire to move closer to the
Lord. In time the desire will lead to deeper and deeper love for the Lord and
His work. While we all can’t be pastors or missionaries, there will be plenty of
work to be done in the local church. Good pastoring will foster a love to serve
in many capacities, and not just limited to the local church. The idea here is
not a works-salvation; it is a desire to love God in ways that exceed a one time
verbal confession of acceptance.

The root of the Hebrew word ‘abad means to work. We get the full meaning
of the word as defined: to serve or till. We were given the responsibility to till
the soil in the garden. Now, as far as how much physical labor was involved,
we can only guess it was more time consuming than labor. Reasoning is
supported by the fact man was cursed to work by the sweat of his brow after
the fall in the garden. In any sense, we must conclude God put man to work
immediately, no matter what the severity of labor might have been.

In addition to putting man to work, God provided all that was necessary for
man to accomplish this task in the garden. I am sure if man would have
needed additional support for his task, he could have asked God. According to
scripture, we know God would have come around in the cool of the day; I guess
Adam could have asked God for additional supplies if they were needed.

Fortunately, for us Christians, the Holy Spirit is there to make intercession
for us, and we have ample support to make our requests known to God. We
further know all we need to do is to speak to God and He is there to answer
and even listen to our heart’s desire. I wonder how much time we spend letting
God know our needs instead of our wants?

Did you know God stands ready to equip you with everything it takes to
accomplish that which He has willed you to do, all He has called you to do?
You need only to submit yourself to His will and all things will be given to you.
We are talking about everyday APPLIED FAITH, no fanfare, no bells or whistles,
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no magic needed, no prayer lines, no words from a prophet, no seed offerings,
no faith pledges, just a submissive spirit to the will of God in our day to day
lives. You might be telling yourself, “I don’t farm.” Maybe not, but whatever
the responsibilities God has given you, He will be there to assist you in
completing that task.

[ don’t farm either; however, I need Him all the same. If [ need Him to help
me fix an engine because I was a mechanic, then He is there to impart the
wisdom and knowledge needed. God knows all things; He is hip on all things
no matter what the details or circumstances are. God wants us to use the
resources He has given us to do the jobs He has called us to. Jobs outside of
church work are just as important to God as those which encircle the church.
A promotion in the work place is as important as an expanding nursery
ministry in the church.

Think of it this way. Suppose for a moment God never cared about the
things that took place outside our home and the church. Where would the
finances come from needed to add on to the church, pay the staff, and buy new
equipment? Does that money just happen to be in the bank account every
month? No. Somebody has to go outside the church and gain that money
through a job and then pay a tithe or give an offering for the church to afford to
make the appropriate purchases.

Your new raise at work is vital to the Kingdom of God. The Lord is behind
you doing a great job at work and earning that needed promotion. While it is
for certain God owns the cattle on a thousand hills and the hill as well, He has
set forth a system for this creation to obtain material gain- it comes through
work or inheritance and/ or gifts. Coincidentally, if we didn’t work for our
money ourselves, you can rest assured our gifts or inheritances came from the
labors of someone else.

Many of today’s big-time ministers fail to recognize those big fancy suits,
watches, and automobiles came from the hard work of an individual(s). It was
by someone’s work they received recompense for their labor, and then gave an
offering to make that pricy item available for that minister to purchase. That
offering didn’t come out of a fish’s mouth, nor did it originate from sand. That
gift was worked for, or either it was stolen from someone who worked for it.

I want you to understand something about our Lord; He is not ignorant
regarding our culture. We often think of God as being too distant to
understand the current issues of life. We often think of the Bible as being out-
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of-date and out-of-touch with society's problems. The real problem is you and I
are the ones who are out-of-touch, and we are often out-of-touch concerning
God’s Word. Try to think of some situations God would be out-of-touch on.

Think about this. Take the subjects of perversion and frivolous law suits.
God destroyed two cities, Sodom and Gomorrah because of utter perversion of
ever kind. Even people suing each other for every little reason was a problem
in the Corinthian church. In fact, some scholars note if you were not involved
in, or just settled, a suit, you were out-of-touch. Imagine that, and you think
things are bad now.

Big government is an issue for many. In the days of Jesus, people had to
travel and pay taxes and participate in census programs. At least we have our
taxes taken out of our paycheck each week. Politicians were just as crooked
then as now; in fact let’s observe one instance in scripture concerning Paul and
Felix.

Acts 24:24-27 And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla,
which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in
Christ. {25} And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment
to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a
convenient season, I will call for thee. {26} He hoped also that money should
have been given him of Paul, that he might loose him: wherefore he sent for
him the oftener, and communed with him. {27} But after two years Porcius
Festus came into Felix' room: and Felix, willing to show the Jews a pleasure,
left Paul bound.

Now, this is just one example of crooked politics in the Bible. Felix calls in
the man of God to hear from him. Paul reasons the Scripture and brings Felix
into conviction. Felix decides to end the service. Felix lies to Paul and tells
him he will hear him again at a convenient time (convenient is a code word for
“that is the last time I meet with this crazy-man”). Then Felix decides to profit
a little from a prisoner by getting a payoff for release. The offender entertains
Paul, Paul refuses to take the bait, and Felix decides if he can’t profit from Paul
directly he will use him as political leverage with the Jews, whom he couldn’t
stand. Does this not sound like a scam ripped from today’s headlines?

God is not out-of-touch, neither is His Word. In fact, though things may
seem a little technical these days, they are certainly no different than they have
always been. People have been scamming and conniving since creation. God’s
word is full of stories describing events that parallel with today’s headline
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news. The Bible is as relevant as it was five hundred years ago. The Word of
God is as up to date as it was in the desert on the way to the Promise Land.

Solomon writes in Ecclesiastes

(Eccl 1:4-10) One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh:
but the earth abideth for ever. {5} The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth
down, and hasteth to his place where he arose. {6} The wind goeth toward the
south, and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and the
wind returneth again according to his circuits. {7} All the rivers run into the
sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither
they return again. {8} All things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye
is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. {9} The thing that
hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall
be done: and there is no new thing under the sun. {10} Is there any thing
whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old time,
which was before us.

Friend, not only is there nothing new under the sun, but there is nothing
new about God. He is there to help us have the things we need. Yes, He may
have charged man to till the earth then, but He may be charging you with
another job. Ask yourself this sobering question: Lord, what do you want out
of me this day? What can I do to fulfill your purpose in my life? Where do you
want me to Work? What kind of career can I have that will bring honor and
glory to your name? How can I include you in my work and be a blessing to
those around my office or in my workplace?

In those early days man worked to survive by making sure there was another
meal in the ground for tomorrow. It is true we have the big super markets to
purchase nicely packaged food items. God understands the cultural changes
earth has made and allows for them as well. In order to be responsible, God
may have you working as welder, air-traffic controller, a nurse; however, the
demand is still the same. Your responsibility hasn’t changed a bit. We all have
a workload. God is there to help you. Are you doing your best? You're not
just clicking hours off to draw a paycheck- are you?

Have you ever noticed those people holding signs up at busy intersection? I
am always a little amused at what many of the signs read, such as “Work for
Food.” It dawned on me one day that I was working for the same reason.
Perhaps the way some of us go about it is little more sophisticated than the
sign, but it’s still the same --work. Hard, rigorous, sometimes sweaty; that's
work. Has it killed you yet? I didn’t think so.
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We love to have nice things in our home, but it is still shelter to us. Money
spent for food at a fancy restaurant still provides food no matter how you slice
it. We spend a lot of money on designer clothes, but they still cover our
nakedness, or at least they are supposed to (these new clothes challenge this
assertion sometimes). I can imagine the latest trends of the 800BC Women's
Magazine “Try all New Egyptian Eye Mascara, and look sexy for your Man” or
“Ten styles that drive men wild.”

Our work is important to God and is necessary for a proper relationship with
our Lord. God wants us to be happy at our workplace and He stands ready to
assist us in whatever we need from Him. Remember the Lord commanded
Adam to dress the garden. Your workplace can be anywhere God has opened a
door. For many women, the workplace is in the home. If this is the case, the
rules still apply —-He expects our best!

Some of the toughest times in my life were when I was unemployed. The
depression would rest on my shoulders so heavily I didn’t know how I would
make it to the next week. Bills would start to be due and there would be no
relief in sight. It seemed no matter how much I went to church and tried to
give him praise the thoughts of failure and abandonment persisted.

The enemy of my soul took every opportunity to try and crush my faith in
God. It seemed with every day came new ways and reasons to give up on the
Lord and all He had promised me. Though I was often ashamed and mentally
fatigued, I still held on to my faith in Jesus Christ and what the Bible had
promised me. I knew things would be fine if I could just make it to the next
day.

I remember being embarrassed to get around people with good jobs because I
would most likely be asked how my job was going, and then I would have the
unfortunate opportunity to explain my misfortune. The devil would try to get
me to resent anyone with a great job and spread pessimism to everyone I could
concerning job security.

I guess this is one of the reasons I am so dogmatic about functioning in
God’s will concerning your employment. Faith is a huge subject with many
tentacles touching every avenue of our lives. Faith is not limited to the few
hours we spend in church, nor any other segment of our life; our faith must be
applied throughout the whole day over the course of the whole week.
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Beloved, what has He commanded you to do? Maybe I should ask what He
has called you to do. If you feel alienated from God, and you are unhappy with
your life as far as your work goes, perhaps you are not in the perfect will of God
concerning your work. You may be in His permissible will, but not His perfect
will. Remember this statement the rest of your life, “If God calls, He equips.”

[ do want to clarify a point. There are times in people’s lives they must study
for the work ahead. God understands, and even appreciates your commitment
to study. For those who are involved in school, it is your work. We have to
study our vocation if we are going to be good at it. Remember, God expects our
best, so any attempt to short yourself out of learning to be the best may
jeopardize your study, your future, and diminish your good character.

We need to be careful not to judge the calling of others if what they are doing
seems to be absent of work. I never said work had to be miserable, nor did I
state you had to punch a time card for God to use you. The point is—work,
move forward, never settle for complacency when there is so much that God
expects out of us.

One of the greatest jobs available today is mocked by liberals and looked
down on by many of our friends. I personally think my wife has one of the
greatest jobs in the whole world, yet many would say she is lazy because of the
company she chose to go to work for. On April 20, 2000 my wife received full-
time employment by an institution called the HOME. Her employer was a little
infant who would place some of the hardest demands on her life. Her work
hours went from 40 hours a week to 168 hours, without vacation, time and a
half pay, comp time and sick leave—you thought you needed a Union!

The benefit package was so good that it overcame every negative issue. The
benefits package included never having to clock-out and leave her child.
Darlene would most likely be present for the first smile to grace the face of a
precious newborn. She would get to hear the first words spoken; see the first
roll-over, crawl, and then steps. She would hear the first words joined together
and formed into an innocent statement such as “love you” or “bye-bye”.

Sadly, many people would call my wife, as well as millions and millions of
other women, a “lazy-bum”. [ heard people ask my wife when she was talking
about staying at home with the children, “What are you going to do all day?” In
hindsight, I can clearly say a comment like that comes from one who does not
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have children, or one who has never personally cared for the house and
children other than their off-time from work.

Yes, it is a job, but it is more than that, it is a calling. In fact, all mothers
are called and directed by scripture to attend to their children. For the next
decade and more Darlene will be employed in a great work place. The call of
God will reconfirm her good choice throughout the days and years to come.

Let me inject this statement before moving on. There are many wonderful
people who cannot stay at home with their children because of the
overwhelming financial responsibilities they may be faced with. Perhaps many
are all alone because of a father that walked out on them to chase after other
interests instead of the responsibilities he committed himself to. If this is your
case, my heart goes out to you in this situation. The Lord knows that there are
many of you out there, and perhaps you dream for the day to stay home with
your child.

My advice would be to find a good church to be involved in where you can
make friends and have a positive male influence in the lives of your children.
Perhaps many would have close family that could assist as well — take
advantage of these opportunities. God hasn’t abandoned you at all. If you are
sacrificing, and it is to raise your children, than God will reward you in the
years to come. I further believe if you are doing all you can do and have God as
center stage in your life, He will restore the years of pain and frustration with
years of great joy and abundance.

The Lord commanded Adam to dress the garden and He supplied his needs;
it wasn’t until Adam stepped away from God and deliberately sinned against
Him that all his trouble started. Once again, the Lord will supply our needs as
well as He supplied Adam’s. We need only to supply simple faith to believe He
is faithful. @When it comes to work, God is there to fight for us. If we face
layoffs, we must continue in our faith; not start, but continue to trust the Lord.

Our biggest problem as humans is that we ignore the tell-tale signs until it is
too late. We take things for granted instead of discerning what is ahead. It
isn’t that we are not taking thought for tomorrow as the Bible commands; we
are just poorly taking God-given responsibility. If you are in need of work, the
Lord is there to give you peace and to supply your need. How do I know this?
The concept is fundamental to God and our created purpose.
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[ want to reiterate a point I made earlier about unemployment and the effect
it made in my life. I remember it was an awful experience. I remember that
unemployment not only affected my wallet, it affected me spiritually as well. I
can say it was that divine drive to work that was attacked during
unemployment. I remembered trusting, that despite any opposition, God
would come through. My faith was steadfast, I did not have to go and pray and
get psyched up for a move of God. However, I must confess that I did solicit
prayers during those dreadful times of unemployment. Through it all, God was
there for me to lean on.

I remember feeling so abandoned as I searched for employment. It seemed
that job services were a mere joke in my situation, after all, who needed a
preacher? A minister was the only thing I was fully qualified for except for a
Taxidermist. I was good at preserving the living and the dead as well. There
were no job offers in either of these areas.

Then I had to deal with the demand to work weekends and various shifts
involving times that I would be ministering in church. I wasn't about to work
on Sunday no matter what the cost. I knew God would grant me one favor,
and that was to have Sundays off for church. I never doubted He would
answer this prayer. I trusted in Him completely despite the overwhelming odds
against me, but I remembered my faith went beyond the natural. My faith was
moved into the fourth dimension - the spirit world. I bound every spirit that
would come against me and lie saying that I would never find a job without
working on the Lord's Day.

I knew in my heart that I could never really give an employer all of my
attention and loyalty, because by being called to be a minister, I knew that I
had to keep the doors open. I even turned down great jobs because of my
determination to stay focused on ministry even though I had bills to pay. God
honored my desires as well as my faith.

My particular situation was a lot different from most, I agree, but my
determination to keep priorities in order was not. I never lost sight of my
spiritual devotion and faith to trust God no matter what was happening around
me. You see, I determined that I would stand tall and not give in to pressure -
it was hard, very hard. Depression, frustration and resentment were always
options readily available for the taking, but I came against the author of such
wickedness. I can remember on many occasions how I would breakdown and
literally cry before the Lord, but I made it.
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Beloved, determined faith was the key to getting through that ordeal.
Secondly, it was loved ones who stood with me, but primarily, it was the fact
that I didn’t have to go looking for God when bills started stacking. I didn’t
have to buddy up to the Lord to USE HIM! God was there in a very special
way. I managed to reach out to him just as I have for many years and APPLY
DAILY FAITH. The financial obligations were met.

Just for the record, I want to make one thing clear. I have personally made a
commitment to God that I would never work on Sunday (except for ministry
obligations, which to any that are ministerially obligated on that day knows
that to say you are not working is to simply lie). This commitment is personal
and as you might tell, I am committed to upholding it; however, a commitment
I made to the Lord is not one which I would try and push on any reader.

I feel as though I must tell you of a situation that happened in my life during
such a time that I was without work. Moving on from this topic without
sharing this incredible story would be unfair to you, the reader. During a time
that I was job hunting, I answered an ad in a local paper for help wanted.
When I called, I left a message on a recorder and for two weeks I didn’t hear
from this company. Frankly, I soon forgot about even applying for the job.

Then one night, two weeks later around 8:00PM, I received a phone call
concerning the ad I had answered. After answering and asking a few questions
of my own, the man on the phone wanted to meet with me the next day at a
fast food restaurant thirty minutes away. I agreed, and the next day we met.
After a very impersonal outdoors interview the men that met me there were
impressed and said they would get up with me later in the week about starting
to work.

That evening my wife and I had gone to bed unusually early, because I was
already in bed when I received a phone call almost on the hour of 10:00PM
from the man that had initially called me and set up the interview. The
gentleman wanted me to be ready to work 3:00AM the next (Sunday) morning.
My prayers were answered! This job would have paid more than I have ever
made in my life and would have placed me in an income that many will never
see in a lifetime.

There was one major problem with accepting the job - it would require total
dedication and at the time, I had a small church to pastor. If [ was going to be
faithful to my church, how could I dedicate myself to a job that needed me on
Sundays? I really needed the work. The pay at the church wasn't enough to
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even pay the bills, and all of it was donations with exception to a few that
actually tithed. Yes, I had to meet my financial obligations and make a way for
my wife and me. If I could not accomplish this task, I was worse than an
infidel.

1 Timothy 5:8 But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of
his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.

I remember getting off the phone very excited and all of a sudden it hit me
that I couldn’t accept the job. This was no “could have been” opportunity; I
was to start work in five hours. After discussing the job with my wife, we knew
what had to be done. There was no need for discussion as far as priorities. It
was hard watching the opportunity float away, but we knew we were to stand
firm on our faith. Unfortunately, I didn’t even have a call back number without
using “*69”.

The real issue at stake was FAITH. I knew that God was faithful, and He
knew that I needed a job to be able to meet financial responsibilities. It was a
fact of standing on the faith that I not only had, but that which I had taught for
twelve years of ministry. Friend, God knows your needs. You have only to
release your burden to Him, not harbor emotions of despair and anxiety. Let
the Lord take the responsibility of doing what you cannot do.

Remember, man’s first responsibility was to work. Adam’s job may have
involved farming, but what is your responsibility? What responsibility has God
delegated out to you? If you are struggling in this area, please allow the Lord
to move on your behalf; don’t make rash decisions that will slow down the
hand of God.

Please don’t ever put a job opportunity over the Lord’s work if you are sure of
a special calling; you will regret it for the rest of your life. I have had so many
people confess that they ran from God and never had a decent week of peace in
their heart until they stopped running. I am not talking about running from
God’s call to salvation; I am talking about running from God and His purpose
for your life. Remember that God doesn’t get pleasure out of watching His
children go through misery. So, if God has moved on your heart, then you
should move on your feet to accept His calling.

»

Today is the day to say, “Yes, Lord, where you lead me I will follow.” As you
move out and let go of what seems like security in your life, God will
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encompass you with a peace that passeth all understanding. Accepting the
work that God has for you, even if it means keeping your present job or turning
in a notice, will come naturally as you begin to move in faith. Remember, the
things of God are spiritual, and therefore, they are received in faith and
followed through faithfully; running will only bring more pain and confusion to
your life.

Man's Second Responsibility

Man’s second responsibility was to keep the garden. Remember that the
Word specifically commanded man to dress and keep the Garden of Eden. At
this point the command to keep the garden may go unnoticed by many, but
upon close examination of the word, there is something suspicious about the
language. Why would God need for man to keep the garden? Perhaps a better
question would be, keep it from what, or from whom?

The word keep in the Hebrew means to hedge about. To hedge about as in
guarding, protecting, attending. Hence there was something in the garden that
Adam was supposed to protect, or guard against. Why would God create a
perfect garden and then put Adam in charge of protecting it, especially when he
was the first of creation on earth. Actually, this word is worth the effort just to
look up in a Hebrew dictionary so you can get a real good look at what the Lord
was commanding Adam to do. Unfortunately, we know he failed to keep the
Garden, thus disobeying God's Word.

Surprisingly, this passage presents the first reference to an enemy of both
God and man. Now I don’t want to beat up on Adam, but it must go on record
that he was warned by God of possible intrusion. All the things God may have
spoken to Adam aren’t recorded in the Bible. We have no idea of what Adam
and God discussed in the cool of the day. I can only conclude that they just
didn’t sit and stare at one another every day — especially since God doesn’t
waste time and I am sure He had plenty to do elsewhere.

I don’t have a clue concerning the ins and outs of what took place early on in
the garden, but according to scripture, there is Biblical evidence to hang Adam
with the crime of disobeying God. Adam failed to do his job. Of all the
privileges that were granted to the first couple in the garden, God made three
separate demands on them, (1) Dress and keep the Garden (2) Be fruitful,
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multiply, replenish, subdue and have dominion over all the earth (3) Don’t eat
of the forbidden tree.

The Lord knew that Satan would soon show up on the scene, therefore
causing problems with His new creation - man. The Lord had previously
thrown him out of the heavenly host along with one third of the angels. The
crime was pride, and there was nothing more tempting to Satan than to see
God’s creation crumble. Like Satan and all the other created beings of God,
the Lord gave man a free will. Man could choose for himself what decisions to
make. Though God was faithful and apparently visited with man each day,
man still had the ability to choose.

Sadly, many people think that if you are a Christian you have no
responsibilities, just live every day like it was your last...eat, drink, and be
merry, but with being a part of God’s creation, comes responsibility. God gave
man the ability to be responsible because He was created in the image and the
likeness of God. The Lord gives us the ability to choose, as well as the capacity
to ration. He always allows us the freedom to decide our future, our actions,
and our intentions. God wants us to serve Him because we love Him and have
determined to put Him first in our lives. God receives no glory from a system
that is robotic and without decision.

The Responsibility Factor

Divine responsibility works two ways. Man is responsible to God. God is
responsible to man. Our free will determines where we focus our
responsibility. Will we decide that we can be like Adam and disobey God and
His commandment and risk the consequences? Should we allow ourselves to
be outtalked by a serpent and choose to believe a third party for the truth over
our creator, or should we stand firm on God's Word despite the enemy’s
useless lying rhetoric?

By Adam disobeying God and sinning in the garden, God had a responsibility
to His word to fulfill, and that was to carry out His judgment against humanity
(Gen 2:17). We are His creation, but because He is holy, we must face our
sentence. If man would have conducted himself in the garden like he was
commanded, He would have protected that which was at risk. Adam’s fate
depended on his ability to protect himself from that which was alien to the
Garden.
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Unfortunately, God has given us the same commandment as he did Adam
thousands of years ago. God has given us the responsibility, and, may I add,
the equipment of protecting ourselves from the attacks of our enemy (Eph 6:10-
18). God has also given us His Word filled with instruction on how to conduct
our lives. There is never an excuse to sin or give in to Satan, and more so than
ever we are left without any excuse having received both Testaments as well as
the Holy Spirit into our lives to direct us.

Beloved, through time and much heartache God has continued to give man
the ability to protect that which was given him. We have the ability to fight and
wage war against all wickedness that would seek to devour what is holy and
righteous. Will we assume our responsibility, or neglect it as many choose to
do? The decision is ours to make, but the consequences of our lack of
responsibility will be our own fault in the end. You see, God has made a way
for us to face all our problems, even a way of escape from all temptation.

If we choose to protect what is ours and guard ourselves against all
temptation of the evil one, we too, can live an abundant life in Christ. The
focus is our need to practice Adam’s command in the garden, not look back
and ask absurd questions. We have the chance, and ability through the power
of the blood of Jesus Christ which has afforded us the ability through salvation
to stake our ground and refuse to give in to the subtle attacks of Satan.
Consider the scripture below.

1st John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them:
because greater is he (God) that is in you, than he (Devil) that is in the
world.

Our defense is one that should be constant, structured, and Christ centered.
When we come to the point we say to ourselves, I have to stand and not keep
giving in, the battle is half won. It is not too late to prepare to defend, but
know this my friend, each time you give in and lose ground, you lose
something. I know we lose precious non-redeemable time. As far as other
loses, we may never know. You can be assured of this one thing, we suffer
loss, and that loss, though it may be recovered, was a loss all the same. It will
take some action that is time consuming to overcome that which was lost.

Beloved, think about this fact; Adam gave in once; look at the price he had to
pay. Better than that, look at the price you and I have had to pay — for his sin!
I wonder how much his second sin set him back. Friend, how is sin setting
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you back? What price are you paying for your sins? The real key is applying
faith every day to live out the will of God in your life. It’s not the big decisions
in front of a congregation, or the keeping of a big promise that make a
difference in our lives. What will make the difference is simply walking an
obedient faith filled life everyday before both God and man.

Our obedience starts now, not later, because like dieting, an obedient life
has to start now. If we delay, we will pay. The fruits of a faith filled life can
begin immediately if we simply start to move toward fulfilling God’s will in our
lives. Those faithful brothers and sisters we may often look up to didn’t get
where they are procrastinating in the faith. They made a sound decision to
commit their life to fulfilling God’s plan in and through their life. From our
viewpoint they come across as super heroes of faith, but to them, they are
willing servants of the faith, facing the same battles as you and I.

The real difference will come with everyday practical Christian living coming
through the constant application of your faith. Those little decisions, those
little nos to the devil, add up in a big way. We live in a generation of big things,
big decisions, big houses, big cars, and big money; it is the little things that
truly matter in this life, such as doing what God demands of us all the time,
not part or most of the time. Too many times we focus on the big things
instead of being faithful in the little things. While any deviation from
righteousness makes a difference and is certainly looked upon as sin by our
Holy Father, we are warned that the little foxes spoil the vine.

My friend, God told Adam to dress and keep the garden, not too much to
ask. God is making demands on your life as well. You and you alone know
those commands. Only you will have to give an account for the actions you
have taken. Whether they were right or the wrong God will call on us to give an
account. Will you submit to those demands and give God full authority in your
life, or will you fail to do that which is required just as Adam did? Will you
open your heart and let the light of God’s Word and the power of the Holy Spirit
flow through you and search out and cleanse all the impurities?

Let me share a secret with you. Please never forget the point [ am about to
make. Our enemy provokes us in this “Big World” with little decisions that
confront our faith. Sure, we have those big opportunities to really mess up our
lives, but it is those little ones that hang us. In chapter two of Song of
Solomon, verse fifteen Solomon writes, “Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that
spoil the vines: for our vines have tender grapes.” Solomon wanted to catch
those little foxes because they caused the real damage to the vineyard, not the
big foxes.
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The Word is telling us it is those opportunities we take to dishonestly cover
ourselves by insinuating something other than the truth, such as making a
promise and breaking it, gossiping about someone when we have no right to,
stealing from our employer by wasting valuable time on the job. These little
things really hurt us as badly as the things we perceive as big. Sin is sin in the
eyes of our Lord, whether it be not returning the extra few cents of change the
cashier over paid us, or breaking the speed limits, doesn’t matter to a Holy
Righteous God.

Many Christians subconsciously categorize sin. People have various
imaginations of a scale stretching from one extreme to the next. On one end of
the scale we have those cardinal sins, such as murder, rape, homosexuality,
then up the scale we have adultery, "you know everybody is doing it," then
maybe one night stands with the single folks, or frequent fornication with our
girlfriends or boyfriends. Further up the scale you may have the lying and
cheating.

Toward the end of the scale the murky gray area kicks in. We find ourselves
approaching the “so-called” disputable sins of man. At the end of the scale we
find smoking, drinking, parties and wild music. Then right on the tip end we
see breaking speed limits, littering, wasting time on the job, overeating and
maybe "informative gossip." Yes, we have our own little slide-rule to measure
sin as we see it through our own understanding.

Some of these sins are little to us, but they are inexcusable to God. I know, I
know, it is those hideous acts of violence such as murder, rape, and battery
that really make the difference... wrong. This is the rationale the Devil would
like us to believe. How unfortunate that this trickle-down morality has
whitewashed sin so much the above mentioned is about all many churchgoers
consider a real offence to God.

Sin is sin! All sin is the same. From the violent and hideous acts of Charles
Manson to the teenager who deliberately walks out of a convenience store with
stolen candy, it is all the same to God. My friend, righteousness is
righteousness. What is holy is pure and untainted with any sin. There are no
scales of righteousness. We live in a black and white world when it comes to
the holiness of God. The church has not been given a right in the twenty first
century to make rulings on what is to be considered a sin or not. Abortion,
despite any court findings or legislation, will always be an aggressive, hideous,
brutal, sadistic act of murder toward a precious innocent child of God.
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To protect ourselves from the enemy, we must tune in to the Holy Spirit and
listen to the Lord instead of reasoning with the devil. It is an everyday struggle,
but God gives us strength to war against the enemy. We must protect our
heart. We must protect ourselves from the forces of evil about us. We must
learn how to say no to the devil and to our flesh.

Is this an easy process? Absolutely not! But it is one we can eventually win
through the power of the Holy Spirit flowing in our lives. Once again, we must
always understand no matter how things seem, or how bad things get, we will
not be the only ones to have ever gone through the crises we face. Remember
this; the mind is always at battle in the war of the flesh. Even Paul the Apostle
understood the power of the flesh. He understood the constant fight that goes
on within ourselves, or as he put it, our members.

Listen to the way Paul describes his fight against the carnal nature warring
against him. Listen to the emotion of this passage as Paul so wonderfully
describes the hideous battle we all are enlisted in.

Rom 7: 14-25 I4For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal,
sold under sin. 1°For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I
not; but what I hate, that do L °If then I do that which I would not, I
consent unto the law that it is good. '"Now then it is no more I that do it, but
sin that dwelleth in me. 8For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,)
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform
that which is good I find not. 1°For the good that I would I do not: but the
evil which I would not, that I do. 2°Now if I do that I would not, it is no more
I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 2] find then a law, that, when I
would do good, evil is present with me. 22For I delight in the law of God
after the inward man: 2°But I see another law in my members, warring
against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin
which is in my members. 24O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me
from the body of this death? 2°I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the
law of sin.

How do we protect ourselves? First and foremost, we need to protect
ourselves from our destiny. Apart from God we have all been cursed, and
because of the sin curse, we have all been sentenced to die and spend eternity
in hell. Rev 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
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murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall
have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the
second death. By the way that includes you and me and all our sins as well.

Next, we need to avoid the very appearance of evil. I Th. 5:22 Abstain from
all appearance of evil. We may avoid the appearance of evil by censoring what
comes through our eyes, ears, touch, and even mouth. We also can avoid evil
by watching what comes out of our mouth as well. With a careful eye we can
look into Proverbs and understand the use, or misuse of the tongue.

Proverbs 6:2 Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken
with the words of thy mouth.

Proverbs 16:23 The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth
learning to his lips.

Proverbs 21:23 Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul
from troubles.

[ want you to notice what happened after God had to judge Adam and Eve for
their behavior in the garden. God told Adam to dress the garden. In other
words, till it, make sure the soil was loose around the vegetables, fruit, and
herbs. What was once easy, maybe a bit time consuming, the Lord cursed and
made it a rigorous, laborious, back-breaking task. Weeds were to take over
and man would have to work by the sweat of his brow to manage food. Where
great food once grew freely with man’s help in cultivating the soil, weeds would
now choke and bind up the ground.

Because man failed to keep the garden and protect it from the devil, God set
this earth on a course and turned its authority over to the devil making him
the pseudo-ruler of this world. My point is this - if you don’t protect what God
has given, you will lose it or suffer dreadful consequences. Let us look to the
Word of God in these two passages of scripture:

(2 Cor 4:4) In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto them.

(Eph 2:2) Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience:
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As we can clearly see according to the Word of God, Adam’s sin certainly
changed the earth around us, and even the authority structure was turned
over for a time. I believe the picture is clear for each of us. If you want to
trust God for the power to help you take control of your responsibilities, He is
ready. God is not only ready to help you meet your responsibilities, but He will
delightfully keep His as well.

Good faith is bigger than the word itself. To have faith in anything else but
our Lord is absolutely reckless. Today we have been bombarded with so much
teaching on faith that one may assume God will give us anything we trust in.
Sadly, so many have been trusting in things that the heart of God is a million
miles from.

God’s word is adamant. We have two things to do, work, and keep our home
from anything that would come against it. The two must be used in balance. If
we continue to work, the devil will creep in and destroy our home. Such truth
is clear when you consider those who spend so much time away from their
home at work. Later we find the house, wife, and children have gone to rot.

On the other side, if we continue to watch and regard not the work that
needs to be done, our families will starve, and then, according to the Word we
are worse off than an infidel. When we apply our faith, God stands ready to
assist us with supernatural power to accomplish His will while we are fulfilling
our responsibilities.

God is ready to put the past behind and put you back where you belong.
The Lord is ready for you to apply faith and remain committed from this point
forward in your walk with Him. Are you ready to accept responsibility and
determined to live faithful for God from this day on? If you answered yes, and
especially if you are struggling in the previously discussed areas, let us pray.

Prayer:

Dear Lord, I thank you for the authority of the blood of Jesus Christ my
Savior. I ask you forgive me for not taking control of my responsibilities as a
Christian. I confess to you I have failed and I am seeking your guidance
from this point on. I realize I can do nothing without your help. I also
confirm I want to live my life according to your will, not mine. Lord help me
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil and be the person you
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intended me to be. I ask you lead me by Your Holy Spirit and help me be
submissive and discerning of your ways.

Lord, help me protect my heart against all evil. Help me to shield myself in
every possible way from what is wicked, while committing myself to the things
you have called me to do. Lord, help me to understand Your Word with
wisdom and knowledge, that I may glorify Thy kingdom in all I do on this earth.
Forgive me where I have failed, and heal the error of my previous ways. I ask
these things in Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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Chapter V. Who is in Control of this Earth?

(Eph 2:1-2) And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses
and sins: {2} Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience:

What about the course of this world? Is it possible this earth is on a course?
We see according to this passage mankind is walking according to a course,
and the course is that which the children of disobedience walk in. When Paul
was writing to the Ephesians, what kind of point was he really trying to make
in reference to a course?

One of the most interesting facts Christians wrestle with is the course of this
world, and the one who is presently in control of our planet. @ Many faith
teachers find this fact rather insulting to their high glamour faith teachings,
choosing to ignore and/or deny the obvious facts set before them. Often such
teachers find themselves theologically painted in a corner. Questions about
recent unexplained occurrences in the world and particularly a Christian's life,
find such so-called teachers dumbfounded. Often they will resort to memorized
rhetoric that, more often than not, is third party to the Bible, and completely
unsupported by scripture or taken way out of context.

The approach to understanding this earth and the power struggle is key to
drawing strength and faith for the Christian. Facts regarding the supernatural
controlling elements, or should we say powers of this earth, are sometimes
shocking to most, often resentful to others, and unbelievable by many. For
many the pain of admitting things are not getting better because of the course
we are on causes some to avoid real scriptural debate.

Just who is in control of the earth? Ultimately, God, but for the present,
Satan (has been given) is in control of not only the earth, but also the whole
universe. Wow! Imagine Satan being in control of the universe as we know it.
Yes that statement may sound a little blasphemous, but it is the hard truth as
backed by scripture.

Now, let us be honest and practical for one moment. Can you say all the
mess we are finding ourselves in is God’s work? Does it really appear God is in
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control of our communities, our schools, our entertainment industry and etc.?
Now don’t get all theological on me yet, just put on your seat belt and hang in
there for a moment. I know everybody likes to get all fuzzy when it comes to
grand plans of Christians taking back over and revival coming to America, but
let us be soberly honest with one another.

I once heard a preacher tell how one minister explained how things were
slowly getting better, and how Christians were slowly getting a foothold in
politics and so forth. The listening minister posed one question that ransacked
the others theology, “Do you have less locks on your door than you did twenty
years ago?”

A point well made. Are things getting better? No. Life is more demanding
than ever. Crime is rising even in predominantly safe neighborhoods in
America. Honestly, for someone to take the local newspaper and assert that
abuse, crime, and poverty is diminishing they are either mentally out of touch,
grossly blind to all truth, or lying to themselves and others.

Oh, there will always be those who live in a detached social arena separated
from the rest of us, protected by the wealth of this world, living inside
compounds, and therefore, not having any/or limited contact with others.
They will probably see things as going real well in their circle of power.
Unfortunately, only a small fraction of society has the wherewithal to live in
that kind of world. As for you and me we live in reality.

Of course there are always those generational politicians who have fed off
our tax money, having never really grasped the idea of the real world outside
their aristocratic clique. They wouldn’t be familiar with wondering where their
next meal would come from, or if they would be able to make rent on time.
These elitist often have a warped view of this world, thinking everything is
getting better with the growth of big government.

They think the school system will fix itself with more spending, more taxes,
and let us not forget the lottery --You know, “it’s for the children.” Strangely,
the vast majority of politicians send their children to private schools because
they want a quality education and a safe environment for their little Johnny. If
the world is getting better, then why don’t they become part of it instead of
hiding in exclusive suburban private neighborhoods?
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Over the past years of ministry, | have encountered some pretty naive people
to their surroundings. I must admit, after being raised in a small rural
segregated community in southern Alabama, I had no concept of what life was
about across the two rivers separating us from the rest of the world. In fact
after becoming an adult I remembered being overwhelmed finding out some of
the things that were common place with everyone else. We didn’t have much
crime where I came from while growing up. About the most exciting thing
around my house was election night in the hunting club and catching night
hunters. When I grew up and got a driver’s license, I discovered a whole new
civilization across the rivers, one that was full of wickedness.

Simply put, Satan is the ruler of this earth. He has this earth on a crash
course. Everything that is not directly controlled by Christians is controlled by
the devil. While God is ultimately in control, the rights to earth have been
given over to Satan because of man’s rebellion through sin. The devil is full of
hate and has no mercy on what is righteous. He hates God, and he will hate
you if you are a blood-bought child of God. John 10:10 “The thief cometh not,
but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life,
and that they might have it more abundantly.”

Notice how Jesus refers to Satan in these three passages from John’s Gospel

John 12:31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this
world be cast out.

John 14:30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this
world cometh, and hath nothing in me.

John 16:11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.

When we look at the names of Satan found in the Bible, we can clearly get a
good perspective of his own power, devious deeds, and character. Here is an
"AKA" list of the names found in the Bible that Satan is called.

Names for Satan

1. Accuser of the Brethren S. Belial
2. Adversary 0. Devil
3. Angel of Light 7. Dragon
4. Beelzebub 8. Enemy
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9. God of this World 15. Prince of this World

10. King over all the Children of 16. Satan
Pride 17. Serpent
11. Leviathan 18. Tempter
12. Lucifer 19. The Anointed Cherub
13. Prince of Devils 20. The Thief
14. Prince of the Power of the Air

21. Wicked One

Taking Authority over the Devil

No matter how ugly Satan is, and as powerful as he may seem, he is under
the authority of God, and therefore, fully under our authority as scripture
teaches. Though Satan has control over this world, we have been given
authority over him if we are children of God. We have this assurance given to
us by the Word of God.

Mark 16: 15 And He said unto them, “Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature. 1°He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. "And these signs shall
follow them that believe; In My name shall they cast out devils; they shall
speak with new tongues; 8they shall take up serpents; and if they drink
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them,; they shall lay hands on the sick,
and they shall recover.”

1 John 2: 14 I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known Him
that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye
are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the
wicked one. 5Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 1°For all that is
in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17And the world passeth away,
and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

As children of God we have the power available to us to overcome Satan by
the Word of God. Just as Jesus defeated Satan in the desert by standing on
the written Word, we too have authority given to us; however, we must accept
this authority. If we do not accept this authority we have been given, Satan
will hit us wide open in hopes of destroying our faith. He will blind-side us
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when we least expect it, and try to shipwreck our faith. By staying in God’s
Word and constantly praying, we will be vigilant as we apply our faith on a
daily basis.

When we feel our back is against the wall, we must simply apply our faith.
When there seems to be no hope for tomorrow, we simply must stand on the
precious promises of God. Remember, we have dominion over every power in
Hell. While we should never forget who is in control of this world, we must
remember that He whom we have our faith in overcame death, hell, and the
grave.

The simple point here is to understand this earth has nothing to offer you
and me. Do not put your faith in this world. Do not lay up treasure upon this
earth. If you are a Christian, this earth and its wicked dwellers will hate you
and all you stand for. Remember, we are simply pilgrims passing through. We
must apply all our faith toward things that are eternal, not the things of this
world. The Bible is very clear concerning how things will perish in the last
days.

You see beloved, not only is it important to apply your faith, but it is equally
important to know where to apply it. Let's consider the scripture below to
bring further insight.

Mat 6:19-20 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 2°but lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal.

Mat 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto you.

Beloved, all we do let us do for the Kingdom of God. Let us put our efforts
toward accomplishing that which we have been given power over. Too many
times Christians get caught up in this world and all its tricks and gimmicks.
This so-called prosperity gospel is a counterfeit; therefore, much of it is lies.
Everything we can touch, see, smell, taste, and hear will be burned over; only
those things we cannot see will remain.
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All the gold on this earth cannot compare to the gold we shall tread upon in
heaven. On earth man will kill for a chunk of gold no larger than a field-pea,
and one day, we shall enter in gates of pearl, see walls of jasper, and walk on
streets of gold. Our focus should be laying up treasure in heaven, laboring as
a witness to the lost, and supporting those in need. Instead of investing all our
time and money in the stock market, we should certainly diversify our portfolio
to include some futures — in heaven that is!

In the final analysis of scripture presented in this chapter, I think it would
be wise for one to apply his or her faith in areas that do not involve investing in
earth or earthly goods. No one in their right mind would invest in a company
they knew was going to lose every bit of their value and assets overnight
without warning. Concerning spiritual things, we should invest carefully, as
well as we would do in the natural. We know that the earth is on a course to
destruction. We also know the enemy of our soul is in charge and he despises
our existence.

In conclusion I must pose this sobering question: Why, then, do we allow so
much energy to be spent on the things that will fade away or burn in the end?
We shouldn’t waste our faith to see it put to a test and lose because we placed
our bid on a bad horse. Apply your faith in an area we have assurance in,
such as the coming Kingdom of God, and anything else God seeks for our life.
We know our enemy, we know his authority, we know the fate of this earth;

therefore, it is high time we go with a winning team when it comes to applying
faith.

Application of our faith in any direction that does not move us closer to our
Lord, and/or strengthen someone else’s faith in God, and/or supports the
fulfillment of God’s will in our life or another persons could be an act of poor
stewardship of time and human resources. Once again, we know the fate of
this world; we need to build on those things that are eternal, or things that put
us in a better situation to make an eternal difference in ourselves or others
around us.

1Cor 4: 15-18 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace
might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. °For
which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the
inward man is renewed day by day. "For our light affliction, which is but
for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory; 18While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the
things which are not seen are eternal.
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Prayer:

Lord, help me realize in Whom I shall put my faith. Help me realize at all
times who my enemy is. Give me insight and understanding concerning the
things of this world and their constant attraction to my flesh. Help me discern
what is purposeful and conducive to living a faithful life separated unto you,
my Lord. Give me the faith I need to walk according to your will and abstain
from getting caught up in my own. Help me to remember [ am merely a pilgrim
passing through this world, headed for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God. Last of all; give me wisdom to labor in the faith,
putting all foolish worldly desires that will pass away to the side, choosing to
labor in those things which are perfect and eternal. Amen.
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Chapter VI The Effect of Man’s Sin in the Garden

What was the effect of sin on mankind? After man had sinned in the garden,
what changes would forever shape the destiny of civilization? @ Many have
asked these and other very sobering questions concerning the fall of man. The
Bible does give us plenty of answers to these and other questions regarding our
subject.

One of the greatest effects of mans’ fall was that he lost his God given ability
to lead in a totalitarian planetary system. Before the fall, man was in full
control of the animal kingdom. Even the botanical system was fixed around
man’s needs. Some theologians conclude that planetary irrigation was different
from that of today. Some Bible scholars have concluded if one wants to get a
close idea of what the earth might have been like in the Garden of Eden, they
should read the prophesies concerning the new heavens and the new earth. It
is very likely they share similar characteristics with how the garden was
engineered before man sinned and corrupted the whole biosphere.

One thing is sure; man had an awesome privilege in the garden. What better
way to spend cool evenings than to have the Lord stop by for a visit. Can you
just imagine the awesome presence of God in your home for a friendly visit? I
would be overwhelmed at the idea of having God stop in for fellowship.
Imagine spending the afternoon preparing for a refreshing time of food and
fellowship with our Lord. As I think about the very idea of up-close and
personal fellowship with our Lord, I couldn’t imagine doing anything else
except worshipping Him the whole time.

Based on scripture, Adam had a wonderful, and I believe very different
relationship with the Lord. What is interesting is that no one knows the
amount of time they spent together before Adam's sin. Adam and Eve could
have lived for a long time before the serpent showed up to tempt man. It is my
understanding many scholars believe man sinned shortly after his creation.
The facts are, no one really knows, so one opinion is a good as another.

The facts are, not only did man commune with God, but there were some
other differences as well. The animal kingdom was not frightened of man, nor
was man frightened of it. The plant kingdom was the sole provider of food
instead of meat. In short, man and beast were to be vegetarians in the garden.
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Consider the passage below. God creates a menu for every living matter,
including man.

Gen 1:29-31 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every herb bearing
seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is
the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. 3°And to every
beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that
creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green
herb for meat:” and it was so. 95!And God saw every thing that he had
made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning
were the sixth day.

My friend, it looks like Adam and Eve had it made in the garden. They had
their pick of food, with one exception. Of all the trees in the garden, there was
only one tree that could not be partaken of. The Lord had placed two trees in
the garden that were of unique value to man, as well as concern to God. In the
garden God placed a Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and
Evil, God told man not to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

Gen 2:16-17 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of every
tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: "but of the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”

What is interesting is while growing up in Church I have always heard there
were two trees God had warned them about. While it is true there were two
significant trees, only one of them came with a command not to eat. The other
obviously had no consequence other than life if it were eaten.

Beloved, I have heard it said and written by medical professionals that the
human body was made to live forever. Doctors really don't understand death;
they just understand it happens and often the reason for it. As for the body,
they are confused because they don’t understand how a body that regenerates
itself dies. Perhaps the reason is in the curse of man and the removal of the
Tree of Life. Not only did God say man would die after eating of the tree, that
death being spiritual, he would die physically as well.

Below are listed prophecies concerning the Tree of Life. Consider what the
Bible has to say about this tree and the significance of it in heaven.
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Rev 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the Tree of Life, which
is in the midst of the paradise of God.

Rev 22: 1 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. %In the midst of the
street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the Tree of Life, which
bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. SAnd there shall be no
more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his
servants shall serve him.

Rev 22:14 Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may
have right to the Tree of Life, and may enter in through the gates into the
city. 5For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and
murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.

Now, the reason for the Tree of Life's removal is simple.

Gen 3:22 - And the LORD God said, “Behold, the man is become as one of
Us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take
also of the Tree of Life, and eat, and live for ever:” 23Therefore the LORD
God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence
he was taken. 24So He drove out the man; and He placed at the east of the
garden of Eden cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way,
to keep the way of the Tree of Life.

To summarize what God was doing here is elementary. God, being just and
holy, removed man from eternally living in a sinful state that God could do
nothing about. Let's clarify that last statement. The Lord is sovereign to do as
He wills as long as it doesn't go against His own Word which we know as the
Bible. There are certain laws God put into existence; there are certain
limitations as well.

The Lord gave man liberty to choose life or death. Man clearly, by his own
actions, chose to die in the garden. He made a fatal decision to know right
from wrong, but God intervened and withstood him from eternally living in a
pitiful damned state; hence, God rescued man from sin that day.
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Once man received his just reward for his sin, eternal damnation, God, in
His mercy, made a simple way for man to justify himself, overcoming eternal
damnation through atonement. The whole process of atonement would take
thousands of years to complete. That day, instead of God taking the life of man
for his wicked sin, God, in His mercy, slew an animal and made clothes to
cover mans’ shame and received the blood as atonement for his sin. God
further knew the millions of gallons of blood from animals would never be
enough to completely cleanse one’s sin. Our Father knew that some day He
would have to offer His own Son as a final sacrifice for man’s sins.

Heb 10:12 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for
ever, sat down on the right hand of God;

Let me attempt to spiritualize the nakedness of man for a moment. Before
man’s sin, God was his covering. God was mans sole provider. God was man’s
sole protector. Man’s obedience to God protected him from all harm. Without
the knowledge of good, and evil, man was simply living forever in a wonderful
paradise. The degree of man’s residence and amenities would be determined
by his obedience to God’s word, of course we know Man failed obedience and
lost his residence and had to work and sweat for everything he gained from
that point on.

Though Adam and Eve were naked in the flesh, they were covered on the
inside. After sin, God covered man on the outside and stripped him bare on
the inside. All these things transpired as a result of man’s sin in the garden.
Man would never be the same again; he would now know right from wrong.
Furthermore, man would rebel against all righteousness; his heart would turn
dark and cold. Never again would man feel the presence of God like he felt it in
the Garden of Eden.

Even this day, man still hasn't been able to regain all he lost in the garden.
Even though we can enjoy the love of God in our hearts and the move of the
Holy Spirit in our lives, there are some things we will never enjoy until we are
glorified. We will have trials and tribulations to go through. We will have to
watch as loved ones die before our eyes. We will endure pain and suffering and
see others endure as well. We will experience sickness, and for some, sickness
unto death. We will inevitably see good people suffer bad things, leaving us
asking many questions. All this as a result of mans’ sin in the Garden. Yes, all
this is the effect of mans sin in the Garden of Eden - what a price the world has
had to pay. Remember the Bible declares, "For the wages of sin is death..."
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My friend, we will never understand the whole story of Genesis. The hidden
mysteries any student of the Word searches for will never be completely
answered in our lifetime. All we know is what the Bible tells us about
concerning the first accounts of man, as well as his fall. We can only speculate
on some things and gather facts throughout scripture to try to answer the rest.
One day we will understand a lot of things; moreover, I believe the desire to
know will be removed by the presence of God and a life of glorious eternity.

I thought I would take some time to share another view of the first accounts
of man. Amazingly enough, secular history supports the Bible in its account of
Adam and Eve and their tragic fall in the Garden. Babylonian inscriptions
have been found referring to the “Tree of Life”. The account defines man as
being driven away from this tree because of evil spirits possessing a serpent
and using it to defile man, and cherubs now guard the tree from man. Among
some of the tablets is the story of Adapa. Adapa was the Babylonian Adam-
Adapa meaning “seed of mankind”.

The British Museum contains what is known as the Babylonian Temptation
Seal. This Seal depicts a Tree bearing fruit in the middle of the seal. On the
right side is a man, on the left, a woman plucking fruit from the tree. Directly
behind the woman is a serpent standing upright and seemingly behind the ear
as if whispering to the woman. It doesn't even take a child's imagination to
clearly see and interpret it as the account in the Garden of Eden.

Next, there is the seal found in Nineveh in 1932 by Dr. E. A. Speiser of the
University Museum of Pennsylvania. The seal dates back to around 3500 BC
and depicts a man and woman walking as if heart-broken followed by a
serpent.

One might wonder how the Creation and Fall of Man episode spread into all
those countries. How did so many know about the creation of Adam and Eve,
or an account of a serpent beguiling man? Furthermore, the facts of early
man’s expansion were found in recent discovered inscriptions among nations
which existed prior to the Flood or shall we say, Pre Flood Civilizations.

One very interesting observation is that despite Noah and his family arriving
safely on Mt. Ararat, some 500 miles from where he started, in little time the
Bible shifts its attention back to the region where Noah first lived. I guess the
family didn’t like living in modern Turkey - that is if the Ark is really located
where most scholars say it is. There are a lot of mixed theories on this
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account. Many have come to the understanding that tradition is proving to be
wrong and totally unsupported by any close examination.

According to Babylonian tradition, Noah was from the city of Fara about 70
miles from the supposed location of the Garden of Eden. The city rested on the
Euphrates River where Noah was probably familiar with boat building.
Babylonian inscriptions suggest river traffic and boat building were one of
mans’ first accomplishments in what is understood as a very advanced
civilization. Archeologists have found painted pottery, tools, vases, copper
mirrors, fish hooks, cosmetics, tools, farm tools, models of boats, ruins of
temples painted red or plaster coated. Pottery has been found painted with
geometric patterns and figures of birds.

Certainly there must have been an accurate link between Adam, pre-flood,
and post-flood civilization. Maybe the missing link is Methuselah, the oldest
man that ever lived. According to the Bible, Methuselah's life overlapped
Adam’s by 243 years. Noah's son, Shem, was overlapped by Methuselah by 98
years. Imagine Methuselah and Adam talking around a campfire about the
golden days in the Garden of Eden. [ often wondered if there was some
resentment over the wonderful life Adam and Eve enjoyed versus the lifestyle
they forced their progenitors to live because of their sin in the garden.

It is easy to see how the events in the garden might have spread when we
take a close look at Noah's family. For certain his children did not hang
around the Ark until they got old. Both the Bible and history provide evidence
of the migration of Noah's children. Each son went his own way and started
fresh, therefore changing the earth and its population thereof forever. The
earth would never be the same again after the flood, but all the great stories,
myths, rumors, and superstitions would find their own place in the new and
inevitable civilizations that would follow.

Noah's three sons, Japheth, Ham, and Shem, would migrate to lands never
occupied by man. Theologians assert Japheth apparently went to the North
and settled lands around the Black and Caspian Sea, later settling into Europe
and Asia. Ham journeyed South and settled Arabia, and the coast area of
Africa including Egypt. Shem’s portion of land stretched from the
Mediterranean Sea all the way to the Indian Ocean, entailing the land that
would eventually become Palestine.

What was the toll upon mankind due to the sin in the garden? Life was
different than what it was during those days God visited in the cool of the day.
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Man paid a price that was passed down to every generation thereafter. Nearly
every civilization has their story about the creation, and the fall of man, but did
they really know the consequences that would follow.

After man’s sin in the garden, there were many effects which forever changed
the relationship of man toward God, nature, and society at large. According to
the Bible man was separated from God by his sins; this alone had the most
tragic affect on mankind. Imagine, God's most precious accomplishment, man,
eternally being cut-off from Him. There is no wonder why God has made every
available way for man to come back to Him and be reconciled.

Isaiah 59:2  But your iniquities have separated between you and your
God, and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear.

Along with being separated from God, man obtained an evil conscience and a
deceitful heart full of corruption. Never again would man’s mind be pure and
free from the presence of evil. God warned man to keep the garden, but he
failed God and allowed the serpent to deceive his wife.

Hebrews 10:22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies
washed with pure water.

Mark 7:19-21 “Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and
goeth out into the draught, purging all meats?” {20} And He said, “That
which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. {21} For from within,
out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications,
murders...”

Man was to become stubborn and rebellious after the fall. His mind would
no longer be one which longed for a relationship with his Creator, but rather
one which would rebel against all authority and reject communion with God.
Sadly our sinful nature would turn us against the One who first loved us.

Acts 7:51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do
always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.
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Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

Man became evil minded against the Lord. His thoughts and deeds centered
on himself and every imaginable wickedness. Ungodliness prevailed against all
righteousness, and soon there wasn’t but one family on earth found righteous
enough to save the earth. [ wonder, have we too become so alienated from
what is righteous that our minds continually study evil? After all, with the
world in the shape it is, and every putrefied attempt to entertain and inform
this godless society, I wonder how close we are to devastation.

Genesis 6:5: And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.

The fact of the matter is, when man sinned in the garden, he became a
servant to sin. John 8:34 Jesus answered them, “Verily, verily, I say unto you,
whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.” We have all committed sin
before God. The Bible reminds us "all have sinned and come short of the glory
of God." We, at one time or another in our lives, have been the servants of sin.
Every person upon this earth has sinned before a holy God, and because we
have sinned, we are dead in our sins, and without Christ in our life, we will
eternally be dead.

Ephesians 2:1-5 And you hath He quickened, who were dead in
trespasses and sins: {2} Wherein in time past ye walked according to the
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: {3} Among whom
also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others. {4} But God, who is rich in mercy, for His
great love wherewith He loved us, {5} Even when we were dead in sins,
hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

Because of our separated relationship from God we are eternally doomed
without Him. Beloved, this world has absolutely no hope outside of Jesus
Christ and His atoning blood. The world teaches a brighter message, but God
declares otherwise. There is no salvation within. There is no salvation in
nature. The trees and precious stones of this earth cannot redeem a man from
his pitiful lost state.

- VI-66 -



Psalms 9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that
forget God.

Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but
the righteous into life eternal.

Man also became victim to sickness, suffering, and even death. We are
doomed and the doctors and lawyers can do nothing to restore pitiful man.
Today, sickness rages all over the world. AIDS is destroying African nations.
Heart disease is on the increase. Diabetes is out of control in America and now
plaguing her youth. Famine is annihilating thousands a day in third world
countries.

Romans 8:21-23 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from
the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.
{22} For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain
together until now. {23} And not only they, but ourselves also, which have
the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.

Exodus 15:26 And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the
LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in His sight, and wilt give
ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of
these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I
am the LORD that healeth thee.

Not only was our relationship with God affected in all ways, but God saw fit
to burden the human race with curse and hard labor

Genesis 3:14-19 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou
hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of
the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days
of thy life: {15} And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise His heel. {16} Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy
sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and
thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. {17} And
unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy
wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou
shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou
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eat of it all the days of thy life; {18} Thorns also and thistles shall it bring
forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; {19} In the sweat of
thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it
wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

No man was able to escape the curse of God because through Adam God
made sure sin would be passed down from generation to generation. All men
and women would be subject to the sin curse through birth.

Psalms 51:5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother
conceive me.

Romans5:12-21 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
{13} (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when
there is no law. {14} Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even
over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression,
who is the figure of Him that was to come. {15} But not as the offence, so
also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much
more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by One Man, Jesus
Christ, hath abounded unto many. {16} And not as it was by one that
sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the
free gift is of many offences unto justification. {17} For if by one man's
offence death reigned by One; much more they which receive abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus
Christ.) {18} Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all
men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of One the free gift
came upon all men unto justification of life. {19} For as by one man's
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of One shall
many be made righteous. {20} Moreover the law entered, that the offence
might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: {21}
That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.

I have often wondered if this was the result of one man’s sin, what is the
effect each time we sin against God. Clearly we can see by the previous
passages the price man paid for the rebellious act in the garden has forever
changed the fate of the entire human race. I believe we should be deeply
concerned each time we sin against the Lord. In fact sin should be a
disturbing act that breaks our heart. We should be so caught up with living a
victorious life that any sin, no matter who has committed it, should move us
with sorrow.
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Today, Christians are immune to the act of sin. Open rebellion to the Word
of God has no effect to speak of in the Christian community. Sadly, many
churches take a spineless view of sin as well as its consequence. I wonder, for
every sin committed today, how far does it set back our society? No man is an
island to himself. Sin demands attention, even in our acclaimed but rightful
dispensation of grace. We must never be so desensitized to believe we can
escape the penalty for sin in our own life or those around us.

God is ready to help us triumph over the wiles of the devil. We must realize
we are living in a wicked age, but through the Holy Spirit and His leading, we
will have the faith to stand to the end. When we call out to God to help us in
times we are feeling vulnerable to the devil, God is there to carry us through.
There is more to faith than trying to receive that big answer. Faith should be
applied in every situation we face throughout the day.

God is a twenty-four hour, seven day a week Lord, not one who is limited to
a Sunday evening service, or some prayer-line. He is not some impartation in a
revival. He can not go on tour with a group that has Him in a bottle. He is
omnipresent - He is everywhere my friend. He is here for you today, and there
for you tomorrow. No one denomination or group has rights to Him.

Beloved, we have the power to escape sin. Despite our contemporary
approach to what has become a dirty word, holiness, God is holy. God is
righteous. We must conform to His image. God is not interested in conforming
Himself to fit into the relevant society in which we live. He is, He was, and He
is to come. He does not change to fit into mans’ mold. God has given us His
Word, a road map to escape the snares and pitfalls of sin. Through the Bible
we have clear directions on how to overcome evil and bring positive change to
this wicked and perverse generation. The Word gives power to transform the
world into a better place, not to be conformed to the ways of the world.

Leviticus 20:7 Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the
LORD your God.

1st. Peter 1:14-16 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves
according to the former lusts in your ignorance: {15} But as He which hath
called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; {16}
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
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A college professor once told me holiness is God’s standard of living. I have
never forgotten that definition to this day. It is not a sign on the front of a
church, it is not the dress code of a certain denominations, nor does it have to
do with how much jewelry or makeup a person wears. It is God’s standard of
living. That standard should be the same standard we are seeking to live
everyday at home, at work, and in church. Holiness is a beautiful word. It is a
standard we all should be in pursuit of on this earth, and before any of us
enter through the pearly gates, it will be our standard as well. You can be sure
of that.

One may say, “I just can’t live a holy life. I have tried and I just can’t do it.” I
would first ask this question: Is the blood of Jesus sufficient enough to cleanse
you from your sins? Is the power of His Blood sufficient to keep you from
sinning? Is the Holy Spirit inside of you strong enough to prompt you to flee
temptation? The answer is clear: yes, yes, and yes! The path to victory goes
back to an age-old problem of standing firm and refusing to listen to the devil
and his pack of lies.

Sin doesn’t just happen. Salvation doesn’t just happen. Crime doesn’t just
happen. Joy doesn’t just happen. Everything has a process, and just for the
record’s sake, sin has its process as well. I never cease to be amazed at the
excuses people give for their miserable stories of defeat with the devil. It seems
everyone gets caught off guard these days and is forced into sin by Satan
himself. Don’t you love it when people stoop low and make lying accusations
against the devil by stating, “Well the Devil made me do it!” Bologna! Let us
look to the Word of God for a clear understanding of the pattern of sin.

James 1:13-16 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God:
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth He any man: {14} But
every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and
enticed. {15} Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin,
when it is finished, bringeth forth death. {16} Do not err, my beloved
brethren.

As a minister I am very happy the above passage is found in the Bible. Even
though the theology behind the passage is clear in many other passages, the
fact the Bible comes right out and puts the point in plain English saves so
much time. I know for many Pastors and Christian counselors it is so hard to
get people to understand the Bible when it comes to confrontational passages
dealing with their sins. People will use every excuse under the sun to dodge
the Word of God.
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Here is another passage that deals a hard blow to our comrades who like to
lay in their sin and scream at the devil.

1 Corinthians 10:13-14 There hath no temptation taken you but such as
is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a
way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. {14} Wherefore, my dearly
beloved, flee from idolatry.

Understand what the Bible is telling us about the fall of man; it has
separated us from God. The fall made us a victim to sickness, suffering, and
even death. It has brought curse and hard labor upon the entire human race.
The fall eternally doomed mankind, removed all hope and made us servants of
sin. We became stubborn and rebellious; our heart has become deceitful and
evil in conscience. Women were cursed to suffer pain during childbirth (Gen.
3:15). The plant kingdom was changed forever by the fall. Man was forced to
cultivate the earth by the sweat of his brow. He has to constantly cultivate the
earth and separate useless weeds from grain and vegetables.

I would ask you this question: What has been the result of your sins? Where
have they taken you? How long have you suffered the consequences of one of
your sins? Friend, we have God reaching out to us twenty-four hours a day.
He is there waiting for us to take hold of His hand. He will give you the faith to
withstand the enemy. The battle is won, faith is become a reality, the victory
has already been won and declared. Apply faith and reach for deliverance now!
One man's sin certainly affected your world, but your sins can be forgiven, and
deliverance is yours from continual sin. Don’t let your sin affect you, your
loved ones, and or friends again. It’s your Choice!

Prayer:

Lord help me flee temptation. Give me the strength to withstand the enemy
that would seek to destroy my soul. Give me the power to reach out to You in
my temptation and say no to the sins of this world. Help me to stand firm on
my faith. I realize the power of sin. I realize the consequence of mans’ sin. I
claim the power of the blood of Jesus not only to cleanse me from my sin, but
the power of His Blood to set me free from sin as well. Amen.
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Chapter VII The Initial Will of God for Man

(Gen 1:27-28) So God created man in His own image, in the image of God
created He him; male and female created He them. {28} And God blessed
them, and God said unto them, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”

This passage is one of the most beautiful passages found in the whole Bible.
Actually, it says it all in reference to what God’s will was, and for the most part,
still is for every man. I only wish man could really understand this passage
today. I personally believe this passage to be one of the most feared passages
by the devil and one of the most forgotten passages by the church.

On one side of the coin, the devil does not want mankind to understand
because of Grace man has been restored to a position of once again, carrying
out this command by God. In fact the above passage contains the first
command God gave to man. What the devil does not want man to know, is
that God has a responsibility of fulfilling this passage even today. In fact there
is more reason for man to be concerned about this passage now than at any
other time in history.

On the other side of the coin, God wants His children to understand this
command and know He is waiting to unleash all power if man will step up to
the throne and accept this charge. We should not feel alienated from God
concerning this scripture; after all, we are created in the likeness of God. God
does not want this passage to appear so ineffective in our generation. Does it
sound strange to you the Lord is calling you and me to be fruitful, multiply,
replenish, subdue, and have dominion? If it does, it shouldn’t!

Beloved, there has never been a time in the history of man this passage has
been under more threat by the devil than now. The hard evidence is
accumulating everyday around us if we will just open our eyes. It does take
spiritual eyes to see what I am talking about, but a mere babe in Christ can
and should be able to see the handwriting on the wall. What I am about to
reveal to you may be shocking. When I finish with this chapter, I pray that
even the most stiff-necked and mentally stubborn will see this passage in a
way they may never have imagined.
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Keep in mind God has just finished creation. God has blessed mankind and
has given Adam and Eve specific orders. Now, remember this all important
fact-- man is free of sin. Adam and Eve are living a wonderful life in the most
beautiful place on the face of the earth - a paradise called the Garden of Eden.
No devil to worry about, just man and woman living the way God had created
them to live. There is no sin and the possibility of man sinning in the garden
does not exist in his mind.

At this point in creation God has supplied everything man needs to follow
the command of Genesis 1:27-28. Man is blessed in the garden and He is
essentially as free as a breeze, with the unlimited providence of God
surrounding him day and night. Man is in perfect union with God and there is
no obstruction between himself and God, hence, a Creator and His creation in
perfect harmony. I want you to know at this point, man was living in his
created purpose and there was absolutely no need for a Savior. That's right;
you read correctly; man did not need a Savior at this time in his life. There was
no need for him to be redeemed, reconciled, saved, etc., etc., etc., because he
had committed NO sin. He didn't need the Holy Spirit to guide him because he
communed with God personally. At this point in history, God was man's sole
provider and protector.

Now, we need to make several conclusions before moving on. First, God did
not create man to fail Him. For some reason Christians today get the biggest
kick out of thinking God intends for them to fail Him. Secondly, God has never
been amused by sin, nor will He ever! Our church today is sick with the most
damnable doctrine depicting man as this inadequate, pathetic, insecure
spiritual bozo who has neither determination nor power to refuse to enter into
sin. Such dogma can cause a church split, but the truth is the truth. We get
all worked up in such doctrines as the security of the believer, or on the other
hand, the insecurities of the believer; but God is not slack concerning sin, even
among Christian people.

It is high time we understand the plan of God in our life. We need to
concern ourselves with the will of God and leave those simpleton excuses we
put up alone. Sin is inexcusable to God! Inexcusable! Inexcusable! It is an
issue we face in our life. It is a fact every person must reckon with sooner or
latter, but the act of sin is inexcusable. In fact it doesn’t matter who you are as
far as God is concerned - saint or sinner! Sin is always inexcusable.

One fact needs to be made in reference to this chapter, and that is, even
though God did not create man to fail Him, we must always understand one
basic characteristic or attribute of God. He is Omniscient. God knows
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everything! People have argued for years over God knowing that man would let
Him down and sin against him. The facts are, before the creation of man, God
knew he would sin against Him in the Garden; therefore, a Savior would have
to be offered for the human race. Of course we know that Savior as Jesus
Christ, the Son of the Living God who reigns on high.

The assumption that a loving God would create man, put him in a beautiful
garden, give him paradise, arrange an unavoidable decision to sin against Him,
curse him, kick him out of the garden, then say to him, I love you, and because
I love you, I am going to make you to sin against Me so I can continue to
chastise you the rest of your days, is absolutely ludicrous. Sadly, too many
people believe this kind of sick humor and that God is the author of it. What
kind of God would show such cruelty to His creation?

Let us see in the book of Romans how Paul explains the argument that God
gets some kind of glory out of man sinning against Him. You may want to read
in front of and further past this passage as noted.

(Rom 3:4-9) God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is
written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest
overcome when thou art judged. {5} But if our unrighteousness commend
the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who
taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man) {6} God forbid: for then how shall
God judge the world? {7} For if the truth of God hath more abounded
through my lie unto His glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner? {8}
And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that
we say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just. {9}
What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before
proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin...

Why would some think God gets glory out of man failing Him? When I have
the opportunity to dismantle such doctrine, I always take great pride in doing
so. Ilove nothing more than sharing the real truth about a loving God and His
grace for such a reckless bunch of children. I always pray for God to give me
boldness, but a heart of compassion in dealing with the minds of saints which
have been warped by such false doctrine.

I think many ministers and teachers of the Word have figured out, based on
the Word of God, man had a problem living up to the standards of God in the
Old and New Testament. Perhaps, they have considered their own ups and
downs in life (sins and problems), and figured there was no use in getting all
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carried away. God is forgiving and besides, it will all wash out in the end -- no
use in expecting too much out of people, after all if the Minister can’t live a
descent lifestyle before the Lord why should anyone else be expected to? My
friend, this rationale of spiritual teaching is one of many reasons our nation is
in the shape it is.

Beloved, God is still the same in His approach to a sinful lifestyle. I know
what some people are thinking right about now. You'’re right! The blood of
Jesus has the power to cover your sin and he is faithful to forgive you of your
sins, but friend, don’t stop there. The Blood of Jesus also has the power to
keep you from sinning.

Do you want to know what many people’s problem is? They really don’t have
what it takes to stand against temptation. And if they continue in the way they
are thinking, they never will. God is bigger than any problem. God is bigger
than anyone’s sins. God is not limited in his power to deliver one from
temptation. God is in the delivering business. He can give you the strength to
say no to the devil any day, any place, and any time. However, you must be
willing to call on Him in your hour of temptation. Listen, for your own sakes,
put a brake on it! Just say no to sin, and yes to the overcoming power of the
blood of Jesus!

To really understand the point of this chapter, it is important a person
consider the perfection of man before he sinned in the garden. For a moment,
put aside all knowledge of what things are like in this life. Put off all your
cares, all your troubles, and all your worries. Now, focus on an age when man
walked righteous before a Holy God.

The fact is, God gave Adam the charge of the human race and as far as [ am
convinced by scripture, the charge is still in effect today, except the charge has
been passed down to you and me. I believe the mind of God is still the same
concerning His expectations of man. God has not changed His mind, nor will
He ever do so. Scripture is adamant that God changes not-- He is the same
today, yesterday and tomorrow.

Now, it is true because of man’s sin the means of reaching God’s
expectations did change; after Adam’s sin in the garden the whole human race
had to be reconciled to God. We needed to once again be brought into full
communion with a holy, righteous, gracious and loving God. After a full
communion, a process we call salvation, we were once again delivered to a
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state of innocence before God. Upon salvation, we then were no longer guilty of
sin, nor the sin curse. We have been fully justified before both God and man.

Yes, it is true God was confronted with a real dilemma. Man, for the first
time, decided to use a wonderful part of himself that God had perfectly created.
In fact, it is a part of us that makes us unique to all other creation. It’s a
characteristic God even gave to the angels before He created man. God decided
to put a will in each one of us. God entrusted us with the responsibility of
determining our actions. The Lord wanted a devout creation, not a robotic
planetary human system in which the behavior pattern was dictated by
Himself.

Even the angels of God had the ability to serve Him because they wanted to.
They were free at any time to make a conscience decision to disobey Him. It is
true God, being Holy, demands a consequence for rebellion. At one time the
Bible records one third of the angels siding with Lucifer in open rebellion
against God:

(Rev.12:3-4) And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a
great dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon
his head. And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven...

The angels intentions might have been good in their own eyes, but not on
their Master’s time, nor His creation. They were found guilty and were cast out
of heaven forever. One must logically conclude the angels had the faculties to
make decisions. Even in the Bible we read of angels making certain decisions,
but they made the right decisions or they would have paid the price.

God is interested in honest sober decisions from a created will in each
individual. We do not serve Him because we have to; we serve Him because we
choose to. We love God because we want to love Him, not because He created
something inside of us that forces us to. We were not genetically programmed
to serve God-Jehovah; however, I do believe we all have an innate desire to seek
out spiritual enlightenment. Religion always comes easy to a race, creed, or
culture of people. It’s the name of Jesus that sets the world on fire and drives a
sword between mother and daughter, father and son, and neighbor and
neighbor. All God did was give us the ability to choose whether to love or hate;
man has a free will and there is no scriptural (proof) evidence to prove
otherwise.
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Originally, man’s only concern at the time of his creation was to fulfill that
which he was commanded while he and God built a personal relationship.
Once again, let us put everything into perspective here. God didn’t have to
prove Himself to man, but He did have to build a relationship with him. Just
how God and Adam cultivated a relationship is anyone’s guess, but they had
one, and because of man's free will, I really don’t know what Adam could have
decided about his friendship with our Lord. I do know man has an innate
instinct to congregate with similar and like-minded people and befriend them.
It is only hate and prejudice that causes one person to hate another, and that
is learned behavior, a behavior that was a result of the sin curse.

This sounds a little strange, but even today, man and God are alienated from
one another. There is no inherited or genetic love between man and God, nor
man and Christ. Only God has and demonstrates perfect love toward man.
Man does not have love for God until he chooses to, but God loves man
unconditionally even if He has to sentence him to an eternal burning Hell.

It is only through Jesus Christ man can find love with God. It is only
through salvation a relationship can be restored between man and God. As far
as this great love affair ("love at first sight"), man and God will begin the
relationship at the point of salvation. I will go as far as to say against the
“Taboo” man will have to learn how to trust God at this point, just as Adam
determined to trust God even though he failed Him. Let us look at these two
passages.

1 John 4:19 We love Him, because He first loved us.

Rom 5:8-10 But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. {9} Much more then, being now
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. {10} For
if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his
Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

Friend, isn’t it great that God first loved us? Even when we hated Him and
despised the church, even when as the passage says, "we were enemies", God
loved us unconditionally. I realize this point may come as a shock to many,
but the truth of this point, as you can see, bears witness with the Word of God.
Certainly there is no other reference of truth than the Bible.
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